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INTRODUCTION

In many ways, the history of spying is the history of everything, so
inextricable is espionage from the machinations of power that have
shaped our world. But there is a great deal we don’t know about this
topic. The thing about espionage is—it's covert. Those in the trade
aim to remain undiscovered. So there is no telling the number of
operations (successful or otherwise) about which we’ll never know
the detalils.

Fortunately for us, there is no shortage of examples we do know
about. And we learn more daily. We won'’t discover some spy stories
until they are declassified decades later. Some will get leaked or
broken by the news media. And some will be lost to the sands of
time. Still, what we know about the hidden world of espionage could
fill many volumes.

This book contains a large sampling but still only scratches the
surface. The information enclosed covers several eras of history and
includes mundane facts, amusing tidbits, and horrifying revelations
about clandestine activities of the past. It delves into fictional spies
and their creators and describes a few tricks of the trade you might
be able to use in a pinch yourself (at your own risk, of course).

Researching this book, | learned that spies are often not rewarded
for their work, even if they are on the winning side, that governments
always seem to be after each other’s technology, and that countries
are, as often as not, tricked into war. Also, espionage techniques are
routinely used for good, such as thwarting terrorist attacks and
rescuing refugees, and, in the US’s checkered past, leading
enslaved people to freedom. Speaking of which, | also learned that
Harriet Tubman was a real-life superhero who should be on all the
currency.



Knowledge about the shadowy secret dealings of governments and
organizations will make you realize that peace is both precious and
fragile. People are often struggling behind the scenes to either keep
or break it. We should learn to spot propaganda and misinformation,
which has been used too many times to lead us to commit atrocities
or enter into war, that most deadly of human pastimes.

In many ways, it would be better if we all stopped this covert battle
for power and opted for complete transparency, including sharing
technological and scientific discoveries. This would require trust and,
looking at past shenanigans, who can blame countries for not
trusting each other? But it's up to current and future generations to
learn from history (that thing we are told we are doomed to repeat if
we don’t) and weigh the costs of carrying on the undertaking that is
sometimes called “the great game” or “the second oldest profession.”
| hope you get some of that knowledge from these pages. Then you
can make up your own mind on the usefulness of espionage in the
modern world.



CHAPTER 1

SPY TRADECRAFT

TECHNIQUES AND TOOLS OF
THE TRADE

P Ao



Q: what is a “book code?”

A: American traitor Benedict Arnold and British agent Joseph
Stansbury used a book code to pass information back and forth. The
method uses a page number, line number, and word number
counted from the left to generate a number that corresponded to a
word (the one at that location in a particular book). Both sides have
to use the same book. Arnold and Stansbury used Commentaries on
the Laws of England by Sir William Blackstone. One picked out
words from the book to write a message in the numbered code, and
the other interpreted the resulting coded message. They also wrote
these messages in invisible ink (ink that is invisible until acted upon
by a chemical, heat, or something else that renders it visible).

One fictional instance when a book code is used is Graham
Greene’'s The Human Factor, where agent Maurice Castle uses a
Communist-owned bookstore in London to communicate with his
Soviet handler via a book code.

Q: What is the general rule of thumb for assigning an operation’s
code name?

A: It should be as random as possible, with no connection to the
actual work being done on the mission. Some famous missions are:

» Operation Cornflakes: Creation and distribution of demoralizing
parody postage stamps during WWII.



e Operation Paperclip: US recruitment of German rocket
scientists.

e Operation Mincemeat: Mission by British intelligence during
WWII to plant a body disguised as a fictional military captain
carrying fake intel to deceive the Germans as to where troops
would be landing.

o Operation Ghost Stories: The gathering of evidence on a group
of Russian sleeper agents masquerading as American
suburbanites.

Sometimes agencies or agents pick a name that does tie in with the
mission, like “Operation Exodus,” which convinced Catholics to flee
from North to South Vietnam, but the general rule of thumb is to
avoid a name that could lead someone to guess the actual mission.

Q: What is a “dead drop?”

A: A dead drop, also known as a “dead letter box,” is a technique
where agents and their handlers leave and pick up documents or
other items in a prearranged place for exchange so they do not have
to meet each other in person. There are agents and handlers who've
worked together for years and never met. The location can be any
place where something can be concealed without too much danger
of the general public stumbling upon it or seeing the operative make
the drop or pickup. There’'s even a specialized hollow contraption
called a “dead drop spike” that can be driven into the ground for
concealing documents in a waterproof container.

A run-in marker is used in conjunction with a dead drop to signal that
a drop has been made. The marker can be anything: an actual mark
made with chalk or a marker, a piece of tape or gum, an item left in a



certain place in a certain way, or any indicator that the parties have
agreed to look out for.

Q: What is a “brush pass?”

A: A brush pass, also known as “brush contact,” is a method of
passing information or items while one agent walks past the other.
The idea is that the agents will not have a noticeable exchange but
look like pedestrians who have just brushed past each other
naturally.

The brush pass can involve placing something in the other person’s
hand, exchanging identical objects, or putting a small item in the
other person’s pocket, shopping bag, or other place of concealment.
Unlike the dead drop, the brush pass method will be less
conspicuous if it takes place in a crowd. But it also requires some
dexterity.

Q: what does the word “illegals” mean in the context of the
espionage world?

A: It is known, and almost expected, that people working as
diplomats in a foreign country may be spying on that country. As
you'll learn in the pages to come, even Benjamin Franklin acted as a
spy during his diplomatic mission to France.

But some spies are sent undercover into another country with no
diplomatic ties and without permission to be in the country. These
agents are called illegals by people working in intelligence.



Q: What is a “handler” in the spy world?

A: A handler is an intelligence officer tasked with managing agents
in the field.

Q: What does “walk-in” mean in espionage parlance?

A: A walk-in is someone from one government who volunteers to

spy for another government, often by walking into an embassy
(although a potential walk-in can reach out in other ways). Some
intelligence officers have said that this is the most common way to
get spies from other countries and that trying to recruit people for the
task by turning them away from their own government most often
fails.

Q: What is a “ghost” in the world of espionage?

A: A ghost is someone who works discreetly to follow and monitor a
particular target. This act is sometimes called “ghost surveillance.”

Q: What is “pocket litter?”

A: Pocket litter is any item an agent carries around to support their
cover story and make it believable. It can include business cards or



any other paraphernalia related to whatever business they are
supposed to be in, receipts of places they are supposed to have
gone, and the like. For example, during the plot to get embassy
workers posing as a Canadian film location scouting crew out of Iran,
the CIA agent tasked with exfiltrating the group brought various
items, including a copy of a trade magazine with an article about the
fake film.

Q: What are some high-level categories of intelligence?

A: Intelligence tends to be categorized by its source, and each has
a handy abbreviation. If it comes from a human source, it's called
HUMINT (human intelligence). If it comes from signals like radio
communications, it's called SIGINT (signals intelligence). Two
subsets of SIGINT are COMINT (communications intelligence),
which is intercepted human communication, and ELINT (electronic
intelligence), which is information collected from radar and other
systems. If it consists of telemetry signals (say from launched
rockets), it's called MASINT (measurement and signhature
intelligence). Information gathered from images is called IMINT
(imagery intelligence). Intel gathered from images and other
information specifically about geographical locations is called
GEOINT (geospatial intelligence).

Q: What planes were created to keep an eye on possible
Russian nuclear sites without risking pilots to anti-aircraft
missiles?

A: James Killian (former president of MIT and President
Eisenhower’s scientific advisor) and Edwin Land (founder of



Polaroid) spearheaded a committee of people from academia, the
scientific community, and industry to develop a plane that could fly
over and photograph the Soviet Union without getting shot down.
Richard Bissell, deputy to the CIA’s director Allen Dulles, was sent to
work with Kelly Johnson at aerospace and defense company
Lockheed Martin to develop a plane fitted with high-resolution
photographic equipment that could remain low enough to get good
photos and high enough to stay out of range of anti-aircraft missiles.
They successfully developed the U-2 spy plane.

Q: What were the early spy satellites?

A: The first electronic satellite that could send and receive
information was Sputnik, launched by Russia in 1957.

In 1960, the US launched the Corona satellite, developed by the CIA
at their headquarters in Langley, Virginia. It took photographs of
Russia and sent the photo negatives down via parachute, which the
Air Force had to retrieve from the ocean. It remained active until
1972. You can see one at the National Air and Space Museum in
Washington, DC.

In 1976, the KH-11 satellite system was created, the first to transmit
digital photographs back to Earth. There are still operational KH-11
satellites.

A US spy satellite called Rhyolite collected and transmitted ELINT
and MASINT from Soviet missile test sites in Central Asia to stations
in Turkey and Iran before the 1979 Iranian Revolution. At the CIA’s
Directorate of Science and Technology, created in 1962, experts
analyzed these telemetry signals and figured out how to interpret
them to learn about the weapons being tested, including their weight,
range, accuracy, type of propellant, and warhead yield.



Q: What intelligence specialty is jokingly referred to as
“crateology?”

A: Once the US and other countries started gaining high-altitude
photographic intelligence from spy planes and spy satellites, they
needed experts to interpret them. Enter photo interpreters, who pore
over photographs looking for useful information. Among other tasks,
they sometimes have to try to determine the contents of shipping
crates (i.e., what weapons or vehicles they might contain) by their
size and shape—thus, the term “crateology.”

Crateology is, of course, not an exact science, but it can come in
handy, as it did in 1962 during the Cuban Missile Crisis, when
intelligence determined that the Soviets were setting up medium- to
intermediate-range ballistic missiles around Cuba.

Q: What vehicle was secretly developed to raise a sunken
nuclear submarine?

A: In March 1968, a Soviet nuclear submarine (the K-129) sank in
the Pacific Ocean, killing all ninety-eight crewmembers. The Soviets
didn’t think the US would be able to find it, let alone raise it. But the
CIA got to work building the Glomar Explorer, completed in 1974 as
part of Project Azorian, to raise the sub. The vehicle even had a
cover. a manganese mining exploration vehicle owned by Howard
Hughes, who went along with the story and announced he was
building such a ship.

The Glomar Explorer included a submersible vehicle with a claw that
was used to slowly raise the sub from 17,000 feet down. The
submarine broke apart and didn't make it to the surface intact, but
US intelligence was able to get useful intel from the 40-foot piece



that was recovered, which included two nuclear torpedoes and
manuals.

The Glomar Explorer was put to use in oil drilling afterward. It was
scrapped in 2015.

Q: What famous early photographer and inventor of the mug
shot also spied for the Union?

A: Alexander Gardner was a journalist from Scotland who
emigrated to the United States in the 1850s. In search of a career
change, he got a job in New York working with photographer Mathew
Brady. During the Civil War, Gardner used his photographic
equipment (including a mobile darkroom) to act as a photojournalist
(America’s first) and document the war with photographs.

But he also used his camera to spy for the Union, taking pictures of
documents, Confederate soldiers, battle sites, and other things that
might be of use to the North, and sharing them with Union officers.
He also reportedly photographed both Lincoln (many times) and
John Wilkes Booth, before the actor turned presidential assassin.

After the war, he came up with the concept of the mug shot for the
Washington Police Department.

Sadly, many of the negatives were destroyed a couple of decades
after his death. A scrap dealer reportedly bought a large cache of
glass negatives, scraped off the images, and sold the glass.

Q: What nonhuman animals have been enlisted to do spy work?



A Horses have carried riders bearing secret messages since the

dawn of civilization, but other animals have been drafted into service
as intelligence operators. Or even bombs.

Carrier pigeons are known as message carriers. A famous WWI hero
was Cher Ami, a pigeon who carried a message from surrounded
American soldiers and made it to his destination even after being
shot in the leg and breast. Soldiers made him a wooden leg, but he
died the next year of his injuries.

People have also been known to strap cameras to pigeons and use
them as drones. The British had a division they called the Special
Pigeon Service.

The Office of Strategic Services (OSS) tried to attack Japan with
bats during World War Il. The bats were wearing backpacks with
incendiary devices, and the hope was that they would burn down
whatever structures they settled in. Instead, they set the base where
they were being tested on fire.

In a sad instance of animal experimentation in the 1960s, the CIA
had a program called Acoustic Kitty. They surgically implanted
batteries and a listening device into a cat and trained it to follow
instructions so that they could control where it went (supposedly). On
its first mission, the cat was released, walked into the street, and got
hit by a taxicab.

Q: What is the distinction between intelligence and
counterintelligence work?

A: Intelligence is the work of gathering, intercepting, or decoding
information from foreign countries or whatever entity is considered a
rival. Counterintelligence is the work of thwarting foreign agents from
being able to do the same.



Q: What is a double agent?

A: A double agent pretends to spy for one entity while really
working for another.

Q: What is a mole?

A: Amoleis a foreign agent who penetrates an intelligence agency

and pretends to work for that agency when really acting for and
reporting to a foreign agency or entity. A mole is a more specific sort
of double agent.

Q: What is a honey pot?

A: Also known as a honey trap, a honey pot is an operation
whereby an agent is seduced and blackmailed or otherwise
entrapped with sex by a foreign operative.

Q: What is a burn notice?

A: As ominous as it sounds, the “burn” in burn notice refers to
burning documents. If a spy is found to be unreliable, a burn notice is
issued and all reports from that spy are destroyed (plus, presumably,
the spy is no longer used).



CHAPTER 2

EVERYDAY ESPIONAGE

TIPS, TRICKS, AND DANGERS
P Ao



Q: Can body language signal when someone is lying?

A: We live in what some call a “post-truth society.” What is one to

do when they suspect someone of lying? There are signs that may
indicate when someone is not being truthful, but none are foolproof.

It helps to know a little about a person’s behavior under normal
circumstances (i.e., when they aren’t lying) to interpret whether what
you think is a sign is just how they normally act. If you want to
confront someone about a potential lie but don’t already know them,
you can try to make them comfortable (be nice, have them sit in a
comfy spot, and ask them if they want anything to drink, for
instance). Then you can ask them simple questions you don’t think
they would lie about and observe their physical and vocal reactions
and mannerisms.

A sign of a lie in one person might not be the case in another. People
have idiosyncrasies. But some experts suggest that showing multiple
red flags is a good indicator someone is lying.

Some verbal signs include the following: not answering a question
directly, hesitating to answer, saying the question back, using formal
or qualifying language, providing very little detail or giving too much
extraneous detail, stammering or rambling, overreacting to a
guestion, and changing vocal tone, pitch, or tempo.

Some physical signs include the following: freezing like a deer in
headlights, shifting or pointing their feet toward the nearest exit (as if
they want to escape), putting physical barriers between themselves
and the questioner, shaking their head when saying something
positive or nodding when saying something negative, changing their
blinking rate, smiling a fake smile, staring at the questioner too
intently, or avoiding eye contact. There is also something called



“duping delight,” when someone smiles unexpectedly while talking
about something serious.

Under certain circumstances, a person innocent of an infraction
tends to suggest a strict punishment for that crime, while a person
guilty of that infraction tends to suggest leniency for it.

On the flip side, if you need to lie for safety reasons, the above
becomes a list of what to try not to do. It will be difficult in a tense
situation or if you have no acting skills, but at least try to stay calm
and act natural.

If you find yourself on the other end of a polygraph (“lie detector”)
machine, there are techniques for beating them based on the fact
that they don’t so much measure lies as they do anxiety. Experts
suggest trying to stay calm, controlling your breathing, pausing
before answering. Think of something that would make you anxious
(and clench your butt cheeks together) when telling the truth, and
think of something calming if you are lying, to throw off the tester’s
results. Polygraphs are not considered terribly reliable. If you have a
choice, don’t submit to one.

Q: How do you free your hands from duct tape or zip ties?

A: Duct tape is the easiest constraint from which to break free, but if
your hands are bound in front of you, the same technique may work
for both duct tape and zip ties. While your wrists are being duct
taped or zip tied, if possible, lean forward, hold your arms out in front
of you as far as you can, and press your forearms together all the
way from your hands to your elbows. When the coast is clear, to
escape the duct tape, raise your arms as high as possible above
your head, then quickly swing them down and out to the sides past
your hips. In the case of zip ties, first use your teeth to rotate the zip



tie lock to the top center (where your hands or wrists meet), then
perform the same arm swing as with duct tape, but with more force.

There is a possibility it won’t work. (There’s also a good chance it will
hurt, especially with the zip ties. You have to weigh the risk versus
the danger of not trying). If the duct tape doesn’t break or you can’t
make the motion for whatever reason, find any solid object with a 90-
degree angle, put the tape where your wrists meet at the edge, and
run the tape back and forth until it tears and breaks. Once your
hands are free, you can use them to remove any other bindings.

One possible alternate method for zip ties that won't break requires
having several feet of paracord (nylon parachute cord) on you. Some
shoelaces are made of this material. You can use paracord to saw
through a zip tie, but you need to be able to pull it back and forth
over the zip tie (tricky without your hands free). If you have enough
paracord, you can put the halfway mark of the cord on the zip tie and
drape it over both sides, then make loops for your feet on either end
of the cord, put your feet in the loops, lie back, and pedal your feet
as if you are riding a bike until the cord saws through the plastic.

Q: How might you escape from rope?

A: The escape method for rope differs from that of duct tape or zip
ties. First, instead of keeping your hands and arms together, you
want to try to keep your hands together but your elbows apart when
someone is tying your hands with rope. Then, when your attacker
isn’t looking, put your palms together, stretch your arms out in front
of you, and move them back and forth in opposite directions from
each other until you free one of your hands.

If that doesn’t work and you have paracord on you, put the halfway
mark of the cord on the rope and drape it over both sides. Make
loops for your feet on either end of the cord, put your feet in the



loops, lie back, and pedal your feet as if you are riding a bike until
the cord saws through the rope.

Q: How do you escape from a locked trunk?

A: The trunks of most modern cars have an escape lever, possibly
glow-in-the-dark. In that case, just find and pull that lever. In an older
car, get on your hands and knees and try pushing upward with your
back until it opens. If that doesn’t work, try kicking the back of the
back seat until it folds down, and crawl out that way, although that
could be more perilous if your kidnapper is still in the car.

Q: How can you detect or thwart listening devices and hidden
cameras?

A You don't need special equipment for your initial scan. If you are
checking a room you frequent, visually scan for anything that's
changed and take a closer look if you detect anything. Also, inspect
anything that is plugged in to check for new non-battery-powered
devices. If you have a radio going, you can turn the dial and listen for
distortions, which might indicate a bug.

You can also hop on your computer and check to see what devices
are connected to your Wi-Fi router. Any new device listed could be a
bug or other connected surveillance device. And a new network
could be a new device’s own hot spot.

If you are worried about cameras, simply shining a light around and
looking for reflections off a lens is a nice, low-tech visual scan. There



are even phone apps specifically designed for this purpose. To look
for night-vision cameras, you might need an infrared scanner.

If you have a radio frequency detector, you can turn off all smart
devices that connect to your Wi-Fi and walk around scanning for
signals. You can also get devices that scan for laser beams and
radio waves. Another device called a nonlinear junction detector can
detect anything with a semiconductor (but they cost in the thousands
or tens of thousands).

Back to phones, phone apps exist that make either mild or inaudible
noise that interferes with listening equipment. You can also buy a
bug jammer or a bug detector that can both detect and block
transmissions.

Alternatively, if you don’t want to bother with any of this but still want
to thwart any would-be listeners, you can mask the conversation with
music or other noise, or go have your talk in a noisy outdoor spot
(near traffic, a construction site, or a rushing river). That is, if it's not
too loud to hear each other.

Q: How can you stop someone from stealing data from your
credit cards and keycards?

A Skimmers, or data-grabbers, allow someone to read the data on
your access cards, credit cards, and even your phone, if they get
within close enough proximity. If you can't just leave them at home,
you can buy a pouch, wallet, purse, or other carrying case that
blocks radio-frequency identification signals. They are quite common
and inexpensive these days. Or, if you don’'t want to spend much
money, you can wrap whatever you want to protect in aluminum foll.



Q: How can you throw together a disguise?

A: To look like a different person, you can change your hairstyle,
cut, or color. If you have facial hair, growing it out or shaving it into a
goatee or other style you don’t normally wear can make you look
quite different. You can also try hair extensions, wigs, and fake facial
hatir.

Wear glasses if you don't already wear them, and switch to contacts
if you do. Specialty contacts can even change the color of your eyes.
Makeup can also alter your appearance drastically and quickly.

Try clothes that you don’t normally wear, but that won’t stand out in
the environment you’ll be walking around in. Bland is better than
eye-catching if you're trying to go unnoticed. Also, hide any
distinguishing features like moles or tattoos. Or, alternately, add a
fake mole or temporary tattoo.

To alter your appearance quickly, you can also give changing your
mannerisms a try. Improve your posture if you normally slouch, and
vice versa. For the much longer disguise game, gaining or losing
weight definitely changes your appearance.

If you are putting on a disguise to go along with a cover story, be
sure to have pocket litter. If you are posing as a journalist, for
example, that might be a small notepad and pen, a recording device,
and some sort of press credentials.

Don’t pick something you can’'t pull off, like rocket scientist if you
don’t know a thing about physics or math. And if you are really going
to try to pull off another profession or persona, you might want to get
some acting lessons, or at least practice.



Q: How do you protect your personal data from hackers?

A: The first line of defense is antivirus software. Make sure you

have software from a legitimate company, and update it frequently.
You can set it to automatically install updates.

But an attack via a forced break-in is not the only way the bad guys
can access your computer. One major way evildoers get access to
computers and computer networks is via social engineering, which
means they trick people into letting them in. They might send
phishing emails that look legitimate and that ask you to click a link or
enter personal data. A link might, in turn, take you to a site that looks
legitimate but is really a fake setup to harvest your login credentials
or install malware on your computer or phone. Spear phishing is a
more targeted attack where the sender knows something about you
(where you work, companies you do business with) and crafts the
email to really look and sound like it's from some entity you have a
connection to.

If there is any doubt, don’t click on any email links. In most cases,
you can go directly to the site that the email appears to be from.
Another rule of thumb is never to divulge user IDs, passwords,
account numbers, or anything else that could be used to get into an
account, system, or computer you have access to. For the most part,
no one ever needs to know your passwords to anything, and if they
ask for them, that's a huge red flag. Another red flag is hearing them
say anything to try to scare you into responding, like claiming your
email account will be deleted unless you enter the password or that
money is being withdrawn from an account.

Even if you are cautious, someone else on the same network might
not be, which could compromise everyone’s data in a network. So
safeguard your own data and passwords, keep as much personal
data off your work computer as possible, and use two-part
authentication whenever you can (which requires some other



authentication on top of username and password, like a number sent
to your phone via text or a code generated by an app).

And data theft isn’t all about remote methods. Some attacks happen
in person. To keep someone from just walking up and accessing
your computer, turn on password protection and lock your screen
anytime you leave your desk. There is usually a quick key
combination for this.

As people do more and more on the cloud, it's not just your
hardware that needs to be safeguarded. If someone has enough
information about you, they may be able to call a company you have
an account with and provide enough personal details to trick them
into providing access. People put out a lot of information about
themselves on social media. Have you ever seen a post asking you
to build your motto or your post-apocalyptic name or any other silly
phrase by picking a word or phrase that corresponds with your birth
month and birthday? If you respond, you’'ve given someone at least
part of your birthday. Be mindful of the information you share online.

Another method of tricking people into allowing access to a device is
the fake Wi-Fi hub. If you see a Wi-Fi network called “airport” when
you are at the airport, it might actually be a guy sitting nearby who
has created a hot spot and is ready to harvest whatever he can from
people who connect to it.

Some ne’er-do-wells install malware on flash drives and leave them
out for some unwitting person to plug into their computer’'s USB port.
Once plugged in, the malware installs, so leave stray thumb drives
alone.

The lowest tech form of spying on your computer is just viewing
what’s on your screen up close or from a distance with a long-range
camera or binoculars. So try to sit with your back to a wall, or
purchase a polarized screen shield that makes it so that the screen
can only be viewed from one angle. If your screen faces a window,
close the blinds. And, once again, lock your screen when you leave
your desk. Or carry your laptop with you.



CHAPTER 3

THAT’S ANCIENT HISTORY

EARLY HISTORICAL AND
MYTHOLOGICAL ESPIONAGE

7 Ao



Q: What is the earliest known mention of spying on record?

A: Until someone makes an even more ancient discovery, the
earliest known reference to spying is on a clay tablet dated around
1800 BCE (nearly four thousand years ago), from ancient
Mesopotamia. In 1933, after locals digging a grave discovered an
ancient statue in Tell Hariri, Syria, near the west bank of the
Euphrates River, the Louvre Museum in Paris sent André Parrot,
curator for the Department of Near Eastern Antiquities—and
decades later director of the Louvre—with a crew to begin
excavation. Very early in the dig, the archaeologists discovered
another statue, this one labeled in cuneiform as a likeness of King
Lamgi-Matri, ruler of the ancient city of Mari.

The dig went on from 1933 to 1939, when the archeologists
unearthed many artifacts, including a huge palace spanning about
10 acres. They found over 24,000 clay tablets inscribed in cuneiform
within the palace. The tablets were translated by Assyriologists in
Paris over years.

The tablets revealed tremendous insights on the inner workings of
the Mari government, from a mail system used for sending and
receiving clay tablets to posts in the desert to watch for
encroachment by neighboring nomadic tribes. One of the tablets
contained a message to the king from an officer named Bannum,
reporting that all the Benjamite villages were sending each other fire
signals (the fastest form of communication in the area at the time).
The message stated that the officer would investigate what they
meant, that the guard should be strengthened, and that the king
should remain inside the palace.

Mari likely withstood whatever the Benjamites were planning at that
time, but Babylonian King Hammurabi took over and partially



destroyed the city in 1761 BCE. Still, much of the palace remained
intact after this attack despite an obvious attempt to burn it.

Sadly, the area was occupied by the Islamic State of Iraq and al-
Sham (ISIS) in 2014, and recent photographs show that the site has
been decimated both by looters digging for antiquities and possible
aerial bombing.

Q: What mythological gift brought down a city?

A: Don't look a gift horse in the mouth, unless that horse is made of
wood. In Greek mythology and epic poetry, Paris, a prince of Troy,
ran away with Helen, said to be the most beautiful woman in the
world. She is also called “the face that launched a thousand ships.”
Her husband, King Menelaus of Sparta, was none too happy about
losing his wife and retaliated. Greek armies besieged the thick-
walled city of Troy in an attempt to get Helen back, but they had no
luck for an entire decade.

Per the Roman poet Virgil, the battle-weary Greeks came up with a
clever covert operation. They constructed a large wooden horse, left
it at the gates of the city, and set sail, but only to the nearby isle of
Tenedos. The Trojans thought the Greeks were sailing for Greece
and, having been cooped up for a long while, opened the gates,
looked around, and found the horse at the Greek camp.

Some Trojans, including Capys and Laocodn, argued against
bringing the artificial beast inside, fearing it was a trick. Laocodn
even threw a spear and pierced the horse, causing the Greeks within
to groan, but the sound was drowned out by the shouts of Trojans,
who had found and captured a lone Greek named Sinon. Sinon told
the Trojans that if they wanted to satisfy their thirst for revenge, they
could strike him down. But he wove a tale that Ulysses had a grudge
against him and that the Greeks had sacrificed him so that the gods



would calm the weather enough for them to make it home. Sinon
said that he was chosen as the sacrifice because of the grudge, but
he'd escaped and hidden, and the Greek armies had sailed away.
One might call his tale a cover story.

King Priam told Sinon not to fear and that Troy would take him in.
When the king asked about the horse, Sinon claimed that it was built
to appease the goddess Minerva, because Greek soldiers had slain
her temple’s guardians and stolen her statue. If they brought it into
Troy and didn't damage it, the Greeks’ good fortune would be
overturned and transferred to the Trojans. They bought his story and
hoisted the horse over the city walls and into the city. Cassandra,
daughter of Priam, foretold what was to come, but no one believed
her (such was the nature of her curse from the god Apollo for
refusing his advances).

That night, the Greeks sailed back from Tenedos, and Sinon
unlocked the horse and let out its concealed passengers. Greek
soldiers exited its hollow belly and opened the city gates to let the
rest of their army in. Troy fell, and the ill-meant gift is referred to as
the Trojan Horse.

These days, computer malware that hides in seemingly innocuous
code is named after the Trojan Horse, as is anyone or anything that
hides its true purpose.

As to the mythological nature of the Trojan War and the city itself,
some people believe that a buried city found in Turkey around 1870
Is the actual city of Troy. An archeologist from Germany, Heinrich
Schliemann, unearthed 82 feet of ruins later found to be nine cities
stacked on top of each other. One of the cities had very thick walls
(just as Troy was purported to have) and had been destroyed around
1180 BCE. No one knows its identity for sure, but it is possible that it
is the city that inspired Homer’s lliad, about the siege and fall of Troy,
which inspired later stories like Virgil's poem The Aeneid.



Q: What ancient civilization used spies to thwart serf revolts?

A: The government of Sparta assumed ownership of an entire caste
of people called helots. They were not official citizens of Sparta, but
they were enlisted to fight alongside Spartan soldiers in wars and
had more freedom than a typical slave in other parts of Greece at the
time. Many were of Messenian or Laconian origin.

Sparta was wary of revolts by the helots, who far outnumbered the
citizens of Sparta. The city took measures to prevent such an
occurrence, including creating its own secret police force to keep an
eye on the helots and discover any attempts at revolt. Despite these
tactics, or maybe even because of them, two notable helot revolts
took place: one after Sparta was decimated by an earthquake in the
460s BCE, and another led by a demoted Spartan named Cinadon
around 398 BCE.

Thucydides tells of an event after the end of hostilities between
Sparta and Athens in the 420s BCE (although historians don’'t know
if the story is true). Spartan leaders asked the helots to put forth two
thousand of their rank that had performed the most distinguished
service to Sparta during the war, with hints that they would be
rewarded with freedom. Two thousand helots presented themselves,
and, thinking they were now free, celebrated by putting garlands on
their heads and walking in procession around the temples. But
instead of being allowed to enjoy freedom, they were put to death.
The idea was that this group contained the people most likely to start
a revolt.

Sparta also held an annual ritual when they declared war on the
helots and sent their young soldiers-in-training out to kill some of
them. Historians are not sure how long this tradition persisted, but
it's no wonder Sparta feared that this put-upon group might rebel at
any moment.



Q: What biblical character accused his brothers of being spies
as part of an elaborate trick to reunite with his family?

A: In the book of Genesis, Joseph, son of Jacob (also referred to as
Israel), was sold into slavery by ten of his eleven brothers. They
were jealous that their father loved him the most, as evidenced by
the many-colored coat their father made Joseph. They were also
upset after Joseph told them of two dreams in which he ended up in
power over them. The brothers tricked their father into believing
Joseph was dead by presenting the coat to him with goat’s blood on
it.

His new owners brought Joseph to Egypt, where he eventually rose
up to be the Pharaoh’s right-hand man after successfully interpreting
one of the Pharaoh’s dreams to mean that Egypt would have seven
years of plenty followed by seven years of famine. The Pharaoh
renamed Joseph Zaphenath-Paneah.

Many years later, when Joseph’s family suffered from Canaan’s
famine, they sent all but his youngest brother into Egypt with money
to buy grain. They were brought to Joseph (under his new name),
who recognized them as his brothers, but they no longer recognized
him. He accused them of being spies, which they protested. Joseph
held them for three days, ordered them to bring their younger brother
as proof that they were truthful, and sent all but one (Simeon) away
with the grain and (unbeknownst to the brothers until they returned
home) the money.

When the family finished the grain, the brothers returned with twice
the money, presents, and their younger brother Benjamin. Joseph
sent them away again with grain and their money, and had his
servant hide a silver cup in Benjamin’s bag. Joseph then ordered the
servant to accuse them of stealing the cup and bring them back. At
that time, Joseph said whomever was found with the cup would
become his servant.



But when the brothers begged him not to take their brother, he broke
down and admitted who he was and said he bore them no grudge for
what they did to him because it led him to his current position. He
sent them back with riches, food, and wagons to bring the family to
Egypt. The father reunited with his lost son, who settled the whole
family in Goshen.

The stage and screen musical Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice is based on this
story.

Q: What biblical figure sent scouts into Canaan to report back on
the area?

A: In the Bible’s book of Numbers, Moses, at the behest of God,
sent a leader from each tribe (a dozen in all) from the wilderness
(desert) of Paran into Canaan to surveil the area, report back on the
condition of the land, the cities, and the people, and bring back the
“fruit of the land.”

They came back forty days later, and Joshua and Caleb reported
that the land was fruitful (and brought produce to prove it), but the
rest of the scouts reported that the people were strong and the cities
were walled. They expressed misgivings about trying to take over
and settle there. Save Moses, his brother (and priest of the
Israelites) Aaron, Joshua, and Caleb, the people of the tribes of
Reuben, Simeon, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, Gad, Asher, Dan,
Naphtali, Benjamin, Manasseh, and Ephraim were afraid to try to
conguer the people of Canaan and wailed about their situation.

It angered God that the people didn’t believe his signs, and he
threatened to smite them. Moses talked him out of smiting everyone,
but God told him to let his people know that every one of them who
was 20 or older and had spoken against his plan would die in the



wilderness, and their children would wander for forty years before
they would be able to settle in the promised land.

Q: What biblical prostitute aided the spies of Joshua?

A: The book of Joshua states that after the death of Moses, God
bade Joshua to take the people to the promised land. Joshua sent
two spies from Shittim into Jericho. They stayed at the home of
Rahab (a prostitute), who hid them on her roof among the flax, and
when the king of Jericho’s men came to her searching for the spies,
she claimed they had already left.

Rahab’s house was propped against the town wall, so she was able
to help them down the other side with a rope. She suggested they
hide in the mountain for three days to evade the king’s men, and she
asked the spies to return her kindness by promising to spare her
entire family when their people took Jericho. They told her to bring
her whole family into her house and bind the window they were just
let out of with a scarlet cord as a signal.

The spies hid in the mountains as instructed and later made it back
to Joshua. He led the Israelites to Jordan. There, the waters dried up
as the priests carried over the Ark of the Covenant (the vessel
containing the Ten Commandments), allowing the people to pass
through to Gilgal near Jericho.

At Jericho, seven priests blowing ram’s horns, priests carrying the
ark, and armed men circled the wall of the city once a day for six
days, and seven times on the seventh day. The people shouted
along with the horns on the seventh turn, and the walls of Jericho
miraculously fell. They took the town easily, killing everyone except
Rahab and her family.



Q: What biblical femme fatale learned the secret of Samson’s
strength?

A: In the book of Judges, Samson was blessed with such great

strength that no one could defeat him. Two women betrayed him, but
the second was the more egregious (and famous) instance.

The first was his Philistine bride. At their wedding feast, he bet a
group of guests that they couldn’t guess his riddle. If they could, he’'d
give them thirty sheets and thirty changes of clothing. If they
couldn’t, they’d give the same to him, and they agreed. The riddle
was: “Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong came
forth sweetness.” The Philistines couldn’'t possibly have guessed,
because it had to do with something only Samson knew about
(Samson had torn a lion in half, and the next time he saw the
carcass, a honeycomb was within it.)

The Philistine feasters threatened to burn the house of the new
bride’s father if she didn’t find out the answer and tell them. She
asked Samson and wept until he told her. The guests were able to
give him the riddle’s answer, so he knew that she had disclosed it.
He killed the men and left his wife at her father’'s. He eventually
came back to retrieve her, but her father, thinking that he had
abandoned her, had given her to one of Samson’s friends.

In anger, Samson burned the Philistines’ fields. The Philistines, in
turn, burned his wife and her father to death. So Samson killed more
of them. The Philistines sent the men of Judah to bind Samson and
hand him over to them. Samson agreed to go with them, but when
he got there, he easily broke his bonds, picked up the jawbone of an
ass, and slew one thousand more Philistines. During another attempt
on his life, this one at Gaza, he escaped and walked away with the
city’s gate.

There seemed to be no stopping him, until he fell for the femme
fatale Delilah, his second betrayer. The Philistine leaders, still



looking to kill Samson, convinced Delilah to find out what made
Samson so strong by promising her 1,100 pieces of silver from each
of them. She asked Samson every day, and he lied to her every day
by telling her a different method for taking his strength. She would try
the method each time and discover that he had lied and could easily
break free.

She finally wore him down, and he admitted that if his locks were
shaved, he would lose his strength. When he fell asleep, she had his
hair shaved, and the Philistines were able to poke out his eyes, then
gather to celebrate. He avenged himself by praying for strength just
one more time and pulling on the pillars that held up the house
where they were celebrating, causing the house to collapse and
killing himself and the Philistines who’'d captured him.

So his first love was threatened into spying and his second bribed
into it, two common methods of spy recruitment.

Q: What biblical figure’s name is synonymous with the word
“traitor?”

A Several books of the Bible (the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke,
and John) tell the story of Judas Iscariot’'s betrayal of Jesus Christ.
He was one of Jesus’ twelve apostles and the treasurer. The head
priest Caiaphas, the other chief priests, and the scribes and elders of
the church wanted to stop Jesus. Judas went to the chief priests and
asked them what they’d give him for betraying Jesus to them, and
they offered thirty pieces of silver.

Jesus and his disciples went to Gethsemane. Judas came with
armed men, who were told that the person Judas kissed would be
Jesus. Judas kissed Jesus, and the men took him. The chief priests
convinced people to bear false witness against Jesus, but none of
their stories agreed. So the high priest asked Jesus if he was the son



of God, and when he said yes, charged him with blasphemy and
sentenced him to death—a sentence carried out by the governor,
Pontius Pilate, via crucifixion.

Judas repented, went to the temple, threw the thirty pieces of silver
to the floor in front of the priests, and went off and killed himself. To
this day, to call someone a Judas is to label them a traitor.

Q: What ancient Sanskrit text details official uses of spying in
governance?

A: Kautilya’'s Arthashastra, an ancient Indian text written in Sanskrit
around 300 BCE, deals with governing and includes several potential
uses for spies. Ruses, for instance, can test the loyalty or purity of
government ministers. In one ruse, a priest, commanding soldier, or
another minister is seemingly fired, then approaches other ministers
to see if they are willing to overthrow the king. Another ruse, called a
love allurement (today called a honey pot), involves sending a
woman from the king’s harem to entice ministers by offering wealth
and pretending that the queen wants them in her chambers.

The text recommends those who passed certain tests be assigned to
roles related to those tests (e.g., if they were tested with wealth and
passed, they were to work in revenue, or if they were tested with sex
and passed, they might be put in charge of the pleasure grounds).
Interestingly, the book calls for the ministers who failed tests to be
relegated to jobs in timber, mining, and manufacturing.

The Arthashastra also has a chapter on setting up networks of spies
under various covers, like merchants, mendicants, colleagues,
classmates, farmers, and landlords, among others, to gather
intelligence related to crimes and other wrongdoing. It required that
their claims be corroborated by two others (three sources in total). It



even spells out using counterintelligence agents to thwart the actions
of foreign spies.

The book speaks of institutes of espionage and mentions the spies
and officers of the institutes not knowing each other (i.e., never
meeting, which is a bit of spy tradecraft still practiced in some
situations so that one spy getting caught doesn’t lead back to
another agent or a whole spy ring).

Q: Which king showed outside spies around his army camps to
show the enemy his might?

A: Herodotus wrote a story of King Xerxes of Persia and his
treatment of three Greek spies sent to Sardis, a prominent city within
the Persian empire. These spies were tasked with scoping out the
king’s military might. The generals caught and questioned them, then
sentenced them to die. When Xerxes heard, he sent some of his
spearmen to bring him the spies.

The spies were brought before Xerxes and told him of their purpose.
Instead of having them killed, Xerxes had the spearmen show them
around his armies and then let them go. He explained that if they
killed the three soldiers, that wouldn’'t do much damage to the Greek
armies, but if the soldiers let their leaders know how strong Xerxes’s
forces were, they might just surrender (an act of psychological
warfare and using another group’s spies against them).

Q: What ancient Asian empire hired Europeans to gather intel?



A: Genghis Khan (or Chenggis Khan, originally named Temdijin)
united Mongolia. He and his offspring expanded their empire over
multiple continents. Genghis Khan also instituted a policy of
diplomatic immunity.

The Mongols wisely gathered intelligence on areas before invading
them, but they knew Mongolian spies would stand out beyond Asia.
So they hired Europeans to spy in European areas.

Q: Which Chinese general wrote of the importance of spying in
warfare?

A: Around 490 BCE, Chinese general Sun Tzu wrote The Art of
War, a work still in wide circulation today. In it, he frequently refers to
espionage in warfare, both in regard to using spies and safeguarding
against the enemy’s spies. Early in the book, he states, “All warfare
is based on deception.” He devoted the entire final chapter to the
use of spies. He touts the virtues of foreknowledge and encourages
paying spies to find out the condition of the enemy because warfare
without foreknowledge is much more costly.

Sun Tzu suggests employing five different types of spies: “local”
spies (inhabitants of the enemy’s area), “inward” spies (officials of
the enemy), “converted” spies (captured spies converted into double
agents), “doomed” spies (spies sent out to get noticed by the enemy
to spread false information), and “surviving” spies (spies who bring
intel from the enemy’s camp). He suggests killing spies who divulge
secrets, along with the person to whom they told the secret. But he
also suggests rewarding spies, even an enemy’s captured spies,
who should be well treated in order to convert them.



Q: Which Roman leader wrote of using spies in warfare?

A: Julius Caesar, general and, later, emperor of Rome, mentions
his use of spies several times in his autobiographical tome The
Gallic Wars, about his military exploits in Gaul in the 50s BCE.
Caesar would send scouts to check on the condition or location of
enemy forces (or sometimes allied forces) and scope out the lay of
the land to decide on the best travel routes and find suitable areas
for his army to camp. He even mentions the existence of a spy sloop
(boat), presumably for reconnaissance by water.

His work also mentions his enemies’ uses of scouts. At one point,
when the Romans were trying to attack Avaricum, Vercingetorix (one
of the Gallic leaders) reportedly camped fifteen miles away from the
town in the woods and sent trusted scouts every hour to report on
what was going on at Avaricum. He would then act based on their
intelligence. He also kept watch on the Roman army’s food-gathering
expeditions and attacked the forces when they got too scattered.
However the skirmishes went, Caesar ultimately won the war.

Q: Whose saintly remains were stolen from Alexandria in an
early act of religious and commercial espionage?

A: Two merchants from Venice, Buono da Malamocco and Rustico
da Torcello, pilfered the purported remains of Saint Mark from the
city of Alexandria, Egypt, around 828 ACE. Venice considered Saint
Mark their patron saint and wished to “repatriate” him to their city to
attract religious tourists. The merchants reportedly took the remains
of Saint Mark and replaced them with those of Saint Claudia to hide
the act, with the help of monks who supposedly feared the church
might be pillaged by the governor of Alexandria for its marble.



The merchants put Saint Mark’s body in a basket filled with cabbage
and pork, the latter so that Muslim guards wouldn’'t search the
container, and sailed it back to Venice, where the Basilica di San
Marco (St. Mark’s Basilica) was built to entomb it.

One British historian, Andrew Chugg, believes that the body the
merchants stole wasn'’t that of Saint Mark, but was instead that of
Alexander the Great, whose body disappeared sometime during the
fourth century. According to him, Saint Mark’s body appeared around
the time Alexander’s disappeared, and he cited some early Christian
sources that say Saint Mark was cremated. He conjectured that
someone may have disguised Alexander’'s body as Saint Mark to
protect it from rebelling Christians and argued that it should be
exhumed and given a DNA test.

Q: What group of stealth killers got their nickname from a drug?

A: The group who came to be known as the Assassins were the
Nizari Ismailis, a sect of Shiite Muslims in an area now known as
Syria and Iran. They captured the mountain castle at Alamut in Syria
around 1090, along with a few others in the area. Due to their small
numbers, they practiced guerilla warfare, espionage, and, as the
nickname would suggest, assassination of their enemies (including
rival leaders and crusaders from Europe).

Legends that came back from crusaders and other travelers to the
area painted these Assassins as stealthy murder aficionados who
were trained from a young age and brainwashed by their leader, the
Old Man of the Mountain (Aloadin), into loyalty through drugs and a
paradise-like habitation. The word “assassin” comes from these
legends, which prompted outsiders to call them hashishins (or
hashish eaters).



Although the more outlandish of the stories were likely apocryphal,
the group really did have a leader referred to as the Old Man of the
Mountain: Rashid al-Din Sinan, who ruled in the twelfth century.

The Mongols overtook the Nizari Ismailis around 1256.

Q: What fighting style known for stealth originated with peasants
resisting warlords?

A From around 1494 to the 1580s, the Japanese province of Iga
was an independent area that managed to withstand takeover from
the outside. When they were finally ransacked by warlords, the
peasantry developed fighting techniques to resist the usurpers. This
style evolved into ninjutsu, and the practitioners were called ninja.
The ninja were known to fight with stealth, speed, and unique
weapons like shuriken (throwing stars), tekko-kagi (claws), and
tekagi (hooks for climbing). They are also known for their head-to-toe
black outfits that hide their identities (and in the dark, their
presence).

Ninja have been mythologized into almost preternaturally stealthy
assassins, and Iga locals created a sort of propaganda, replete with
false documents, about the ninja to make it appear that they'd
existed much longer than they actually had. Rulers from other
regions in Japan later hired ninjas for protection and spy work.

The mythologized ninja appear regularly in comics, movies, and
other pop culture entertainment. But it was a real group of people,
and two heads of ancient ninja clans are reportedly still around.
Jinichi Kawakami, head of the Ban family from the Koka ninja clan, is
acknowledged by the Ninja Museum of Iga-ryu as the last
grandmaster. Another practitioner, Masaaki Hatsumi, claims to be
the grandmaster of the Togakure ninja clan.



Kawakami teaches ninja history at Mie University, and Hatsumi is the
founder of the Bujinkan school of martial arts. Both say they will not
name a successor as grandmaster.
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Q: What story of the rescue of a captive king may have been
planted to hide the court’s intelligence-gathering methods?

A: On the way home from the Third Crusade, Richard | of England
(aka Richard the Lionheart) had to land at Venice due to bad
weather. There, he was captured by Austrian Duke Leopold. Leopold
imprisoned him at Dirnstein Castle, then transferred him to German
emperor Henry VI. The emperor demanded a humongous sum (a
king’'s ransom) of 150,000 marks, reportedly nearly three times the
royal Crown’s annual revenue, and which England raised mainly
through the machinations of Richard’s mother, Eleanor of Aquitaine,
via selling off lands and valuables and heavily taxing the populace.
The legend of Robin Hood may have been inspired by this period of
high taxation. The ransom was paid, and Richard was released and
returned to a financially strapped England.

Legend has it that a French troubadour named Blondel and Richard |
had written a song together that no one else knew. When Richard
went missing, Blondel went searching for him. At every castle he
visited, he sang the first verse of the song. When he reached
Durnstein Castle and sang, the king sang the next verse from the
tower and was discovered.

But England knew where he was. One scholar thinks that the

Blondel story might have been spread by the English so that people
wouldn’t guess at their sources.

Q: Which famous lover moonlighted as a spy?



A: Giacomo Casanova (aka Chevalier de Seingalt) was born in
Venice, ltaly, in 1725. He is best known for bedding a great many
women. He is so famous for this, in fact, that the word “Casanova”
now means a man who gets around in that regard.

But the great lover also made a living as a con man and spy. After
escaping imprisonment in Venice (for being a magician), he went to
Paris, where the French foreign minister hired him to gather
intelligence on the British fleet that was docked at Dunkirk during the
Seven Years’ War between France and Great Britain. He managed
to hobnob with British officers, and his mission was a success.

He bounced all over Europe, occasionally fleeing creditors. In 1763,
he attempted to sell Venice an industrial secret for dying cloth red,
but they didn’'t take him up on it. In 1774, he did, however, end up
working as a spy for the Venetian State Inquisitors, with which he
had been in trouble before, but which thankfully wasn’t as deadly as
the best-known inquisitorial body, the Tribunal of the Holy Office of
the Inquisition (aka the Spanish Inquisition).

In 1785, he became the librarian for Count von Waldstein in
Bohemia. Casanova died in 1798. Memoirs of his exploits were
published after his death.

Q: Who ran the first official royal spy ring in England?

A: A rift between Protestants and Catholics in England began
around 1533 when Henry VIII wanted a divorce, forbidden under
Catholicism. When he couldn’'t get permission from the Catholic
church, he created the Protestant Church of England (also referred
to as the Anglican Church), with himself as head, and started
disbanding the monasteries. His son and young successor, King
Edward VI, continued disbanding monasteries in England. When



Edward died at fifteen, his sister Mary Tudor, who was still a
Catholic, took the throne and began putting Protestants to death for
heresy, earning her the nickname “Bloody Mary.”

Mary’s half-sister Elizabeth | succeeded her. A Protestant who made
Catholic mass illegal (again), Elizabeth instituted fines for people
who didn’t attend the Church of England. In 1570, Pope Pius V
excommunicated Elizabeth from the Catholic church via the papal
bull “Regnans in Excelsis,” which said her Catholic subjects should
try to depose her. Elizabeth banned priests from England, made
sheltering them an act of treason, and had many who came to
England put to death. Catholics had to worship underground and
priests had to go into hiding. France and Spain, Catholic countries,
were recurring adversaries of England.

Sir Francis Walsingham was a Protestant who studied law at
Cambridge. He lived in Italy during the reign of Bloody Mary, but
returned and became Elizabeth I's ambassador to France in 1570. In
1573, she made him secretary of state and a privy council member.

Walsingham created a spy ring for Queen Elizabeth |, consisting of
people from various walks of life, including merchants, sailors, and
writers, which he used to gather intelligence about potential plots to
overthrow Elizabeth (particularly by the Catholic Mary Queen of
Scots, aka Mary Stuart) and possible plots of Spain and France
against England. He also kept a group of codebreakers working to
decrypt any secret messages his ring intercepted.

His surveillance bore fruit. He caught wind of a courier between
Mary, Queen of Scots and the country of France, named Francis
Throckmorton. Walsingham had Throckmorton watched and
eventually arrested. Under torture, Throckmorton confessed that he
was part of a plan to help Spain and France invade England, and he
gave up his coconspirators. Throckmorton was executed (via
hanging, drawing, and quartering). But Mary was spared because
she hadn’t overtly supported the plot in writing.



Conspirators against Elizabeth in France sent Catholic priest-in-
training Gilbert Gifford to reopen communications with Mary after she
was moved to a new place of imprisonment. Gifford was arrested on
his arrival in England and Walsingham induced him to act as a
double agent pretending to work for Mary. Gifford and other agents
managed to infiltrate another plot against Elizabeth, this one led by
25-year-old lawyer-in-training Anthony Babington. Walsingham had
Gifford smuggle coded messages from the group to Mary in a small
waterproof wooden box hidden in beer barrels delivered to the house
where she was imprisoned. Walsingham had messages from Mary
brought to him to be decoded and copied by his secretary and
cryptologist Thomas Phelippes, and then resealed and sent on their
way. One message from Babington asked Mary to sign off on the
overthrow plot, and she replied her assent.

The group was captured and, like Throckmorton, they were hung,
drawn, and quartered. This time, Mary was tried and convicted, as
well, although her sentence was delayed due to Elizabeth’s
reluctance to execute a relation and fellow queen. Mary was
beheaded on February 8, 1587, a few months after the others’
executions.

Walsingham also got word of an invasion plot by King Philip Il of
Spain. Advanced notice, in conjunction with poor weather that
affected the Spanish fleet, enabled the British navy to defeat them
easily.

Walsingham is considered the father of modern intelligence in
England, and his espionage network is often cited as the first
modern spy organization. But his spy ring didn’t outlast him. He paid
for many of his agents out of his own pocket without compensation
from the queen. He died penniless in 1590, and his network was no
more.



Q: Which ill-fated group of anti-royal revolutionaries was
betrayed by a portrait?

A: The Babington Plot was an attempted coup led by Anthony
Babington, in which he and several conspirators planned to
assassinate Queen Elizabeth | and install Mary, Queen of Scots as
gueen, with help from France and Spain. Sir Francis Walsingham,
Queen Elizabeth’s secretary of state and spymaster, had double
agents in Babington's group, but they apparently didn’'t know
everyone involved.

Walsingham intercepted a reply from Mary giving the okay to
Babington on the plan. He had his cryptologist break the code and,
in that code, added a request to the letter asking for the names of all
the conspirators in an attempt to get them to reveal themselves. But
before Babington replied, a priest involved in the plot, Father John
Ballard, was arrested. The schemers tried to run.

Unfortunately for them, their appearances were known because they
had unwisely stood for a group portrait commissioned by Babington.
Copies of the portrait were distributed widely to help identify and
catch the conspirators. The group of would-be revolutionaries were
all easily captured and put to death.

Q: Which French king set up his own covert network to secretly
sway world affairs?

A: Louis XV was king of France from 1715 (when he was just 5
years old) to 1774. He set up a network of agents called the Secret
du Roi (the secret of the king) in 1748, in part to push for his goals
against a ministry that was heavily influenced by Cardinal Fleury.



The agents were stationed in the capitals of Europe and tasked with
secretly pushing for his various political agendas, including helping
his cousin, Prince Conti, to get installed as king of Poland. Conti
was, in fact, the head of the Secret du Roi for a time. The king later
put the Comte de Broglie in charge of his clandestine diplomacy

group.

Often enough, the king’s official diplomats weren’t in on his secret
diplomatic goals and worked at odds against the king’'s real motives,
sowing confusion. Read on to find out about one of the Secret du
Roi’'s most compelling agents.

Q:Which spy was ordered to live the rest of his life in France as
a woman?

A: Charles-Geneviéve-Louis-Auguste-André-Timothée d'Eon de
Beaumont was a French aristocrat born in 1728. He excelled in
many areas, including academic studies, sports, music, and fencing,
and went on to study law and enter government work. D’Eon was
officially hired as secretary to the French ambassador to Russia in
1756, but he was actually inducted into King Louis XV’s Secret du
Roi as an agent tasked with spoiling the relationship between Russia
and Britain and getting Russia to help install Louis’s cousin Prince
Conti as king of Poland.

D’Eon disguised himself as Lia de Beaumont, niece of Chevalier
Douglas, who was traveling to Russia under the cover of a geologist.
D’Eon’s own account of the mission varied. At one point he said
Empress Elizabeth of Russia appointed Lia as her maid of honor (an
unmarried woman who attends a queen or princess), and that the
empress was amused when he disclosed that he was a man.
However it actually went down, the ties between Russia and France
strengthened, and d’Eon was offered a command in the Russian
army.



The Seven Years’ War between France and Britain broke out that
same year and lasted until 1763. D’Eon fought as a dragoon in
France’s army and became a decorated war hero. He was admitted
to the Order of Saint Louis for exceptional military officers, earning
the title of chevalier. D’Eon and was made minister plenipotentiary (a
sort of temporary ambassador). The post was cover for his
reconnaissance mission to find a landing spot for an invasion and to
find allies in Britain. The permanent ambassador, the Comte de
Guerchy, was set to arrive months later, at which time d’Eon was to
be demoted to his previous role as secretary.

The Chevalier d’Eon chafed at the idea of being Guerchy’s underling
and wrote angry correspondence back to France. His defiance and
his extravagant spending habits got him fired, but he refused to
return to France. King Louis tried to have him extradited, and the
French Foreign Ministry tried to arrest him, but to no avail. D’Eon
had documents on the British invasion plans, which he held over the
heads of the French government. He even went so far as to publish
his British diplomatic correspondence in 1764, making him a
celebrity. The French government and d’Eon struck a deal that he
would hand over any incriminating documents, receive an annual
pension of 12,000 livres, and continue to provide France with intel on
Britain.

When Louis XV died, his son Louis XVI took the throne and sent
playwright Pierre Beaumarchais to convince d’Eon to return to
France and hand over any other secret documents he might have.
They struck yet another deal, which continued his pension and paid
off his debts. But there was an unusual condition—he would be
formally recognized as a woman and required to present as such.

Rumors flew all over Britain and France that d’Eon was born a
woman. D’Eon may have dressed as a woman to avoid arrest. He
told both an agent of the Secret du Roi and Beaumarchais that he
was a woman, saying his father wanted a son and raised him as a
boy. So as far as France was concerned, d’Eon had been born a
woman and pretended to be a man for most of her life.



D’Eon returned to France in July 1777, at 49 years old, in his
soldier’s uniform (against the agreement). By royal decree, he was
forced to follow the rules of the agreement months later, and Marie
Antoinette’s dressmaker, Rose Bertin, made d’Eon’s new wardrobe!
D’Eon was now officially Mademoiselle la Chevaliére d’Eon.

The chevaliére tried to reenlist for the American Revolutionary War
but was rebuffed repeatedly and, at one point, briefly imprisoned.
D’Eon returned to London in 1785. In 1789, when the French
Revolution resulted in the loss of her pension, she started doing
fencing exhibitions to earn money until an injury forced her to stop.
She lived the rest of her life as a woman and even wrote of their
moral superiority. Upon her death in 1810, it was discovered that
d’Eon was born a man.

“Eonism” was used as a word for transvestism for a while, although
now the term is obsolete. A British transgender support group called
the Beaumont Society is also hamed after the Chevaliére d’Eon.
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Q: Which leading founding father was also a spymaster and
spy?

A: As it turns out, George Washington could tell a lie—as a spy.
Washington was a rich Virginia plantation heir and slaveholder who
worked as a surveyor and a soldier. A volunteer mission for the royal
governor of Virginia, Robert Dinwiddie, sent him to the Ohio Valley,
disputed by French settlers and Virginia colonists, to deliver a
command from King George Il of England telling the French to leave
the area. This was also an intelligence-gathering mission to find out
how the French settlers were turning native tribes against colonists.

He hired experts who knew the area and could talk to the natives
and the French, gained intel from Seneca Chief Half King, found the
French outpost, and made a good enough impression that the
French invited him to dinner, where he sipped his wine while they got
drunk and spilled secrets. He and his crew even counted their
canoes (some still being built) and ascertained that it might mean an
attack by water. The land dispute swelled into the French and Indian
War, which raged from 1754 to 1763.

At the outset of the Revolutionary War, when the patriots (who
wanted to break away from British rule) fought the British and their
loyalists (who wanted to remain under British rule) for independence,
George Washington was made commander-in-chief of the
Continental Army at the Second Continental Congress. Shortly
afterward, he also became a spymaster.

A patriot group called the Sons of Liberty was already active in spy
work, as were “committees of correspondence” that undertook
communication between colonies, sending secret messages back
and forth as fast as horses could carry their riders. But Washington
made the spy work more official, setting up his own spy rings. At



first, he enlisted soldiers, but after a couple of notable agents’ deaths
(covered in other entries in this book), he started using more civilians
for intelligence gathering because they could blend in as loyalist
“Tories” more easily.

Both sides of the conflict used agents and double agents, performing
espionage and counterintelligence to gain information and thwart the
other side’s activities. Washington was disappointed to discover a
mole in his midst, Dr. Benjamin Church, chief physician of the patriot
army, who had acted as advisor to the Continental Congress.

Washington used subterfuge to get intelligence and protect the cover
of his agents. One, a butcher and sleeper agent in New Jersey
named John Honeyman, only sold his wares to “fellow” Tories to
keep up his cover. Washington ordered him arrested. Honeyman
resisted but was subdued and brought to the commander-in-chief.
Washington gathered Honeyman'’s intel and staged his escape from
the camp so that even Washington's own soldiers didn’t know he
was working for them. Washington also routinely sent off soldiers for
spy work, marking them as deserters in official records for cover.

Washington knew how to use misinformation to his advantage. In
one case, he went to great lengths to convince the British that the
Continental Army was going to attack New York (which the British
had taken early in the war) in order to divert them from attacking
French troops that were about to land in Newport, Rhode Island. The
French were coming to fight for the revolutionaries. Washington’s
play caused the British ships to return to New York as the patriots
and French forces headed south to attack Virginia.

Washington also wasn’t above using covert means in the pursuit of a
runaway slave. When he lived in Philadelphia (at the time the capital
of the new nation), he had his enslaved servants moved back to
Virginia every six months to keep them from being able to claim
residency in Pennsylvania and gain their freedom. Ona “Oney”
Judge was one of the enslaved servants at their residence in the
capital. On May 21, 1796, before Judge was to be brought back to
Virginia and given as a wedding gift to Martha's reportedly ill-



tempered granddaughter Elizabeth Parke Custis, Judge escaped
and boarded a ship to Portsmouth, New Hampshire.

A Washington family friend (the daughter of a Senator Langdon)
spotted Judge in Portsmouth, and word of her location got back to
Washington, who enlisted the help of Portsmouth local Joseph
Whipple. Under the ruse that he was seeking a maid, he located and
spoke to Judge. Whipple tried to negotiate with Washington on her
behalf. Washington refused the terms. Later, Washington asked his
nephew to seize Judge (now married to a free man) and her child
(who, under Virginia law, would also be enslaved). Washington’s
nephew told Senator Langdon, who, thankfully, warned Judge. She
fled and hid with her daughter in a nearby town until the danger had
passed.

Washington’s enslaved workers were freed upon his death, but this
didn’'t include Ona Judge, who was inherited from Martha’s first
husband and legally bound to her family. However, Judge was never
caught and remained free.

Q: Which spy provided advance knowledge of England’s plan to
attack Philadelphia?

A Nathaniel Sackett, head of a patriot spy ring in British-occupied
New York, enlisted a woman whose identity is not known to go to
New York to gather intelligence on troop movements. Her husband
was a loyalist, and British troops had taken some of her grain, so she
had the perfect cover: to make a complaint and ask for redress.

It's not known whom she spoke to, but she learned that the British
army was constructing flat-bottomed boats to attack and occupy
Philadelphia. This advance knowledge enabled members of
Congress to flee to another town. It also allowed George Washington
to set up a spy ring in the city before the unfortunately successful



attack. The network was able to get intel to the patriots and to slip
strategic bits of false information to the British army to aid the
American war effort.

Q: Which famous inventor pushed propaganda and ran spy
missions during the Revolutionary War?

A: Two major propaganda campaigns involved another Founding
Father, Benjamin Franklin, famed scientist, inventor, printer, and
politician, among his other pursuits. The British Parliament had
enacted a tax on certain goods (called the Stamp Act tax because it
involved stamping the items to show that the tax was paid). During
protests against the tax in Boston, British soldiers fired on the crowd,
killing three, including former slave Crispus Attucks. This was
dubbed the Boston Massacre. The colonists’ continued furor and
resistance led to all but the tax on tea being dropped. Thomas
Hutchinson, royal governor of Massachusetts, wrote letters to his
English commanders asking for more troops and positing that it
might be time to take some of the colonists’ rights away. Franklin
leaked the letters, and they were printed in the Boston Gazette,
fanning the flames of revolution.

Franklin carried out his next ploy after he became the lead of the
Committee for Secret Correspondence (set up by the Continental
Congress for communicating with allies in other countries). He
spearheaded a plan to print leaflets in German, promising free land
to those who would desert the British army. These leaflets were
folded to look like tobacco pouches so that they were more likely to
be picked up. Patriots scattered them among the Hessians, German
mercenaries working for the British military. Thousands of Hessians
ended up deserting.

Benjamin Franklin didn’t just leak letters and print propaganda for the
war effort. He sailed to France and acted as an American diplomat,



while also handling a few agents in underground missions, in his
guest to convince King Louis XVI of France (husband of Marie
Antoinette) to aid the Continental Army with supplies and soldiers.
Franklin’'s spy group was infiltrated by a British mole named Dr.
Edward Bancroft, who it is speculated was known by Franklin to be a
double agent and may have been used to leak information to the
British.

Whether it was the diplomatic or undercover work that most swayed
things in Franklin’s favor, Louis XVI ended up supporting the patriots.
In a bit of dark irony, the expense of helping the American
revolutionaries was one of many factors that helped spark the bloody
French Revolution, during which Louis XVI, Marie Antoinette, and
many others lost their heads.

Q: What American speaker of famous last words was tricked into

revealing his identity to British soldiers during the Revolutionary
War?

A: Nathan Hale was part of an intelligence-gathering and armed-
forces unit known as Knowlton’'s Rangers, commanded by
Lieutenant Commander Thomas Knowlton and set up on George
Washington’s orders. Hale, a 21-year-old Yale graduate and former
Connecticut school teacher turned soldier, volunteered to go behind
enemy lines and spy on the British in New York. His cover was that
he was a Dutch teacher, not too far from the truth.

But things went wrong. A British counterintelligence officer, Major
Robert Rogers, suspected him. Dressed in civilian clothes, he
approached Hale and told him he was also a spy for his side, tricking
him into admitting he was a spy for the Americans. Hale was
arrested and sentenced to die without trial, and at his hanging, not
allowed a Bible or clergyman. He is famous for reportedly saying,
“My only regret is that | have but one life to lose for my country.”



Knowlton died in battle shortly before Hale's sentencing. After
Knowlton and Hale’s deaths, Washington changed tactics and relied
more heavily on civilians than soldiers for spy work.

Q: Which people were referred to as “contraband” during the
Civil War?

A: The term “contraband” for escaped slaves seeking refuge in
Union camps started early in the war at Fort Monroe in Virginia, a
strategic island fortress off of Hampton, Virginia, just 80 miles from
Richmond, the capital of the Confederacy. General Benjamin Butler,
formerly a lawyer, was in command of the fort. George Scott was
one early escapee who sought refuge at the fortress, and he brought
information with him. He let the Union officers know about two
Confederate forts he had seen on the way, gave them a lot of detail,
and led them to the locations to confirm his story. He also went out
on subsequent scouting missions.

Three other escapees to the fortress were followed by a Virginia
officer who demanded them back under the rules of the Fugitive
Slave Act of 1850. Butler pointed out that Virginia had seceded two
days earlier and said that he was “under no constitutional obligation
to a foreign country.” He referred to the newly arrived escapees as
“contraband of war,” and after that comment, former slaves who
escaped to Union camps were referred to as contraband, even in
official military records from the time. After this, the Union army
regularly used escapees to gather intelligence for the war effort.

Incidentally, Harriet Tubman ended her wartime service at Fort
Monroe.



Q: Which early Revolutionary War hero betrayed his countrymen
so badly that his name is now synonymous with treachery?

A: General Benedict Arnold charged ahead of his fellow soldiers at
the Second Battle of Saratoga (aka the Battle of Bemis Heights) and
kept going despite being shot in the leg. He did this after being
ordered not to, which may have been a red flag regarding his
character. But the patriots won the battle, and Arnold was known as
a hero after Saratoga.

Arnold married a 19-year-old Tory woman who was used to a lavish
lifestyle. They lived beyond their means in Philadelphia, where
Arnold was in charge of patriot forces. This may have contributed to
the next phase of his Revolutionary War career—that of almost
unbelievable treachery! From his post at Philadelphia, he got in
touch with known loyalist Joseph Stansbury and offered up his
services to the British as a double agent. British officer Major John
André, who happened to be a friend of Arnold’s wife, commanded
Arnold indirectly through go-between Stansbury.

Arnold passed the British many American secrets. He then asked
Washington if he could take command of West Point, a strategic fort
on the Hudson River, and Washington agreed. Arnold turned right
around and offered to surrender the fort to the British in exchange for
20,000 pounds, an enormous sum at the time. But Arnold’s poor
espionage planning got Major André captured. When Washington
learned the truth about Arnold, he reportedly wept.

When he knew he was found out by his compatriots, Arnold fled to
the British. Washington tried to broker a swap of André for Arnold,
but the British refused, and André was hanged. Arnold became a
British commander, going on to attack American forces throughout
the rest of the Revolutionary War.

Despite a series of attempts by Washington to catch him, including
missions led by Alexander Hamilton, Major “Light Horse Harry” Lee



lll, Thomas Jefferson, and the Marquis de Lafayette, Arnold was
never caught. He settled in England after the war. Americans to this
day refer to traitors as “Benedict Arnolds,” taking some of the heat
from the earlier traitor synonym Judas Iscariot.

Q: Which British officer was hung because of an ill-fated change
of clothing?

A: Speaking of Benedict Arnold and his plot to hand West Point
over to the British, his handler, Major John André of the British army,
may well have been spared death if only Arnold hadn’t convinced
him to change into civilian clothes. For a face-to-face meeting at a
safe house, André had been dropped off by a British ship (the
Vulture) still wearing his British uniform. Arnold had concocted a
cover story that the major was “John Anderson,” working for Arnold
as a spy, and even sent word to a nearby outpost that “Anderson”
was expected and should be brought to him, just in case.

During the meeting, the Wulture was fired upon and retreated,
leaving André without his escape route. Arnold insisted on Andrée
taking physical drawings of patriot-controlled West Point (even
though André had memorized them) and convinced him to change
into civilian clothes before taking off through American-held territory.
André changed, stuffed the documents into his boots, and took off
into the night. Arnold also gave him a handwritten pass stating that
“John Anderson” was on business for Arnold and should be allowed
past the guards.

After leaving the clandestine meeting, André was spotted by
American militia members, whom he had unfortunately mistaken as
part of his army, and he identified himself as a British soldier. When
he realized his mistake, he tried to backtrack. He claimed he was
Anderson and was taken to the outpost where Anderson was
expected. A report was sent from there to Arnold about Anderson’s



arrival. Major Benjamin Tallmadge, George Washington’s chief of
intelligence, was suspicious of Arnold. He questioned Anderson, who
claimed to be a merchant. But Tallmadge realized the man walked
like a soldier and eventually got his real identity out of him.

At the time, if you were caught in uniform, you were a prisoner of war
and could not be summarily executed. But if caught as a spy, in
disguise as a civilian, your true identity as a soldier was ignored, and
you could be hanged. On October 2, 1780, this is exactly what
happened to Major André.

Q: Which slave became a double agent during the Revolutionary
War?

A: James Armistead was a slave in Virginia. He got permission
from his owner, William Armistead (who was in charge of patriot
military supplies in Virginia), to volunteer his services to the patriot
army. James Armistead was placed in the service of the commander
of the French forces, the Marquis de Lafayette, and put to work as a

Spy.

Armistead made his way to turncoat Benedict Arnold’'s British camp
with a cover story that he was an escaped slave who would work for
the British in exchange for his freedom. He was at first put to work as
a servant, but they soon realized Armistead had knowledge of the
area that could be put to use, so they appointed him to act as a spy
on the patriots. So now, he was a double agent, seemingly working
for the British forces of Cornwallis, but in reality working for the
Americans.

He passed real intel on British forces to General Lafayette, who in
turn used him to pass false information to the British. In one such
case, he passed the British a document indicating that American
troops were on their way to Lafayette’s camp, which they were not.



Armistead was able to get word to Lafayette that Cornwallis was
moving from Portsmouth to Yorktown, where he’d be joined by
10,000 British troops. This afforded Washington, Lafayette, and
General Comte de Rochambeau the opportunity to set up a blockade
around the Yorktown peninsula and bombard the British forces. Not
long after, Cornwallis surrendered.

In 1783, Virginia passed a law offering freedom to slaves who had
enlisted and contributed to the war effort. But when Armistead
applied, he found that his spy work didn’'t qualify, so he remained
enslaved. After several failed attempts at appeal, Lafayette wrote a
letter in 1784 stating that Armistead’s intelligence work was
essential, and that he was entitled to reward. In 1787, Armistead was
freed, and out of gratitude, had his name changed to James
Armistead Lafayette. He also received $40 a year from Virginia for
his services.

Q: What important role have clotheslines played in the historical
espionage game?

A: Clotheslines make at least two significant appearances in
wartime spy history. During the Revolutionary War, Anna Smith
Strong, a member of the Culper Ring (one of George Washington'’s
many spy rings), used her clothesline to send secret signals. She
would hang a black petticoat if boatman Caleb Brewster was in the
area, and a varying number of handkerchiefs to signal where
Brewster was located. To the casual observer, it looked like she was
drying laundry. But a spy looking for the signals would know what the
clothing meant. The information was used to find Brewster and give
him reports to be relayed, via boat and horseman, to Major Benjamin
Tallmadge. Tallmadge would, in turn, hand them off to a series of
couriers to relay them to Washington.



During the Civil War, a former slave named Dabney escaped to a
Union camp with his wife (her name is unknown). He noticed that the
Union used a flag-signaling system to send messages. He enlisted
his wife to work across the Rappahannock River in enemy territory
and spy on the Confederates. He and his wife came up with their
own system. She would hang certain items of clothing in certain
ways on a clothesline that he could see across the river. The clothes
and their positions would indicate things like which way specific
Confederate officers were leading their troops. He reported the
information to Union officers, who made good use of the intel.

Q: Which famous escaped slave became a spy for the Union?

A: Harriet Tubman was born Araminta Ross in Maryland in the
1820s. Most people know her as an escaped slave who went on to
guide other escaped slaves via a covert network called the
Underground Railroad, before the Civil War ended slavery in 1865.
She is sometimes referred to as Black Moses for leading people to
freedom.

Under cover of night, Tubman and others in the Underground
Railroad led people to safe houses called “stations”. The routes were
called “lines,” the guides “conductors,” and the coordinators for an
area “station masters.” The network sent coded messages calling
escaped women “dry goods” and escaped men “hardware.” Harriet
used techniques like having escapees meet her miles away from
their homes so that if they got caught shortly after they took off, she
wouldn’t be nearby and they wouldn’t lead to her and jeopardize the
whole network.

She successfully made around a dozen trips into Maryland to free
people, including several family members, and she was never
caught. Any escapees caught faced terrible punishment. Harriet



reportedly carried a gun and threatened to shoot anyone who turned
back lest they betray the rest of the group.

She also played a lead role in the rescue of Charles Nalle, a
runaway caught in Troy, New York, who was about to be sent back to
Virginia under the rules of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, which
made it against federal law to help escapees, even in states that no
longer allowed slavery.

All of this work was akin to spy work already. But once war broke
out, Harriet became a spy for the Union in a more official capacity.
Lincoln appointed William H. Seward as his secretary of state and
spymaster. Seward had been an Underground Railroad station
master and was a friend of Harriet's. He enlisted her, and she was
given $100 in “secret service” funds to pay agents. She gathered
intelligence from escaped slaves, who were fleeing in droves to
Union encampments.

On June 1, 1863, she helped lead a successful raid on several South
Carolina plantations with Colonel James Montgomery, making her
the only woman to lead men into battle during the Civil War. They
retrieved many supplies, freed and rescued slaves, and burned
some of the plantations. Despite wanting to go on more attacks, she
was put in charge of the rescued enslaved people brought back
during the raids and never got sent back out for combat duties.
General Quincy A. Gillmore, head of the Union’s Department of the
South, considered the intelligence she was gaining from the
incoming escapees too valuable.

Unlike many African Americans who aided in the war effort, Harriet
got some recognition for her contribution after the war, especially
from her friend and fellow escapee Frederick Douglass. But she was
never properly compensated. She had to do side work in the camps
(such as laundry and baking) to earn money to help her fellow
runaways. After the war, she fought to get back pay and a soldier’s
pension. According to official government records, she was paid only
$200 for her services, plus the $100 secret service money that she
had to use for agents.



Harriet Tubman is slated to appear on the new twenty-dollar bill, a
spot currently held by former US President Andrew Jackson,
although, as of this writing, the change has been delayed until 2026.

Q: Which Civil War spy went undercover as a birdwatcher?

A: Because the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 made it illegal to shelter
runaway slaves in the United States, Canada became an important
end-point of the Underground Railroad. One of its Canadian
members was Alexander Milton Ross. He was a doctor, a naturalist,
an abolitionist, and a friend of Harriet Tubman.

On his own, Ross undertook the dangerous mission of going behind
enemy lines into Southern states, where slavery was still legal. He
would talk with plantation owners and gain permission to wander
their lands, ostensibly to go birdwatching. Instead, he was seeking
out the enslaved residents and giving them information on escaping
to the North via the Underground Railroad.

Q: Which wealthy Southern socialite ran a spy ring to get
information to the Union army?

A: Elizabeth Van Lew was a wealthy Southern woman who rightly
thought slavery was cruel, freed her slaves when her father died,
and rehired them as paid servants. She also ran a Union spy ring out
of Richmond, Virginia.

From her property, Van Lew could see the buildings where Union
soldiers were imprisoned. She volunteered as a nurse for the POWSs
and used the opportunity to gather information for the Union. She



would give the prisoners books, where they would write intel via
pinpricks before giving them back to her. She even helped some
soldiers escape.

General Benjamin Butler of the Union army gave her a square cipher
key, which she would use to create reports for Butler. The secret
messages consisted of sequences of two-digit numbers. She kept
the cipher in her watchcase, and the code was never broken by the
Confederates. If spies carrying her reports were caught, the
messages they carried were just numbers on a scrap of paper.

She gathered more intelligence by running a spy network consisting
of a dozen or more abolitionists, Union sympathizers, and freed and
still-enslaved African Americans, some working as servants in her
house. They used various espionage methods to get intel and to
transmit it to the Union army, like hiding messages under lion
sculptures near her fireplace, to be picked up by a servant and
delivered to an awaiting courier at her farm.

Van Lew further deflected suspicion by dressing oddly and mumbling
and singing to herself, which made her appear unbalanced to her
neighbors, garnering her the nickname Crazy Bet.

She also kept a journal, a big no-no for a spy, but she later burned it
and hid or destroyed other documents because she didn’'t want
people in her area to know of her activities that helped them lose the
war. Having spent much of her money on covert wartime activities,
she died penniless in 1900.

One of the slaves Van Lew freed upon her father’'s death was Mary
Jane Richards, whose incredible exploits are revealed in the next
entry.



Q: Which servant in the home of the Confederate president
slipped Confederate plans to the Union army?

A: Mary Jane Richards (often erroneously called Mary “Elizabeth”
Bowser) was a former slave freed by Elizabeth Van Lew. Van Lew
sent her to Philadelphia for an education, and then to Liberia, a
country founded as a refuge for former slaves. Richards came back
to Richmond, an act that under Virginia law could have led to her re-
enslavement. She married a Wilson Bowser in 1861, although the
marriage didn’t last.

Richards was part of Van Lew’s spy network, and at some point she
became a servant in the Richmond mansion that served as a home
and base for Jefferson Davis, president of the Confederacy. There,
Richards listened in on discussions of war plans and was able to
peruse documents that were left lying out (a slave wasn’t expected
to be able to read).

But Richards could do even better than read them. She was reported
to have had a photographic memory and could recount documents in
minute detail.

As with the other stories of enslaved and formerly enslaved people
spying for the Union, it is satisfying to know that the ingrained racism
of the Confederate military leaders and other Southerners likely
played a large part in their defeat. But unfortunately, as usual, she
wasn’'t compensated after the war. Richards traveled north to give
speeches about her work, often under pseudonyms, and taught
freed slaves in Virginia and Florida, and later in St. Mary’s, Georgia,
where in 1867, she founded a freedman’s school. That year, she
married John T. Denman, and thereafter went by Mary Jane
Denman.

She was inducted into the US Army intelligence Hall of Fame
posthumously in 1995 as “Mary Elizabeth Bowser.”



Q: Who smuggled ship plans across enemy lines in her dress
during the Civil War?

A: Mary Touvestre was a free former slave in Norfolk, Virginia,
working as a servant in the house of an engineer employed at the
Norfolk Navy Yard. She overheard him talking about plans to
resurrect the formerly sunken ship, the Merrimack, and to repurpose
it into an ironclad warship called the Virginia, complete with an
underwater iron ram to sink wooden Union blockade ships.

One day her employer brought home plans for the new cannon-proof
beast. Touvestre hid them in her clothing, took off north, and gave
them to Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles, along with other
intelligence she had gathered. The intel prompted the Union to hurry
the completion and deployment of the ironclad ship the Monitor to
stop the Virginia before it wreaked too much havoc on the Union
Navy blockade.

Q: What enslaved ship pilot hatched a daring plan to free
himself, his crew, and their families?

A: Robert Smalls was a slave whose owner hired him out to work
on ships in their town of Beaufort, South Carolina (on Port Royal
Island). One of these ships was a sidewheel steamship named the
Planter, which routinely hauled supplies and ammo to Charleston,
some 60 miles away by ship. On the night of May 16, 1862, after the
white officers left the ship, he donned the captain’s uniform and a hat
as a disguise, and he and his fellow enslaved crewmembers
absconded with the vessel. They stopped at a wharf to pick up his
and the crew’s families, and, with his knowledge of the waters and of
the Confederate naval signals, he piloted the ship past multiple forts
and took off for the Union blockade.



When they neared a Union ship, the Onward, the Planter’s crew
raised a white sheet as a flag of surrender to keep the blockade ship
from firing. Captain John Frederick Nickels of the Onward ordered
them to pull alongside. There, Smalls reportedly said to the captain,
“Good morning, sir! I've brought you some of the old United States
guns, sir, that were for Fort Sumter, sir.”

Because he was a slave in the Antebellum South, Smalls hadn'’t
even been officially given the title of pilot by the Confederates,
although that’s the job he was doing. The Union made him pilot of
the ship during the war. And Robert Smalls went on to become a US
congressman!



CHAPTER 6

THE GREAT WARS

WWI AND WWII
P Ao



Q: What woman was instrumental in drawing the borders of the
early Iraqi state?

A British citizen Gertrude Margaret Lowthian Bell traveled the
Middle East, learning the languages, gathering knowledge about the
tribes and landscape, and mapping locations. She was also known
to bring a fashionable wardrobe on her desert travels. On her return,
she wrote a book about Syria.

Due to her extensive knowledge of the area and the people, British
intelligence enlisted her to work with them in Baghdad during World
War |. She would talk with (and gather information from) visiting
messengers and sheiks, who were often surprised by her knowledge
of their tribes.

Bell wrote a white paper explaining the area to the British
government, and even drew up the borders of Irag for them. She
was for an independent Arab government, a promise made by the
British during the war to gain local support. But Britain was trying to
govern the area instead, going so far as to bomb towns that refused
to pay taxes. This led to open rebellion.

When Churchill and others met in Cairo to finally form the postwar
government, Bell was instrumental in their planning and choice of
king: Faysal I, the son of Sharif Husayn of Mecca. She advised the
king in the early days of his reign and went on to become Irag’s
Director of Antiquities, setting up the Irag Museum. She overdosed
on sleeping pills and died on July 12, 1926. The Irag Museum was
pillaged in 2003 during the Iragq War.



Q: Which famous occultist had a hand in sinking the passenger
ship Lusitania in 19157

A: Aleister Crowley is best known for his foray into the occult, but
he also claimed to work as a spy for the British during World War 1.
He was reportedly tasked with helping get the United States involved
in the war, and to this aim, he insinuated himself into the German
spy network as a double agent. Crowley traveled to America in the
guise of an anti-British Irish revolutionary and tore up a fake British
passport in an outward show of protest. Germany was all for Irish
revolt, and this gave Crowley an in.

He got a job writing for the magazine The Fatherland, part of the
German Propaganda Kabinett, a group whose aim was to keep the
US neutral in the war. Crowley attended a March 1915 Kabinett
meeting, convincing the Germans that he had insight into the
psychology of the Americans, and that they admired arrogance and
violence. The Lusitania was a passenger liner that was also being
used to ship war supplies from New York to England. When they
asked Crowley if sinking the ship would tip America against them, he
said no, and this opinion was sent to Berlin.

On May 7, 1915, around 12 miles off the coast of Ireland, a German
U-20 submarine (U-boat) fired a torpedo at the Lusitania, sinking it
and killing 1,198 people. It was an infamous act that did, indeed, turn
Americans against Germany, although the act didn’t get the US into
the war right away (the tipping point was the telegram in the next
entry). Crowley went on to spy for Britain during World War Il, as
well.

Q: What intercepted telegram convinced the US to join World
War 1?



A: German Foreign Minister Arthur Zimmermann sent a message
dubbed the “Zimmermann telegram” on January 16, 1917 to German
Minister to Mexico Heinrich von Eckhardt (via German Ambassador
to the US Count von Bernstorff in Washington, DC). The telegram
instructed the ambassador to try to enlist the help of Mexico during
the war in exchange for the parts of the United States it had lost
(Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona) and also suggested getting Japan
involved.

British intelligence intercepted the message and cryptographers in
Room 40 of the Old London Admiralty Building (run by Reginald
Blinker Hall) decoded it. To hide the fact that Britain had broken this
particular code, British intelligence located the telegram received on
the Mexican side so that they could pretend they had only broken
that less complicated code.

President Woodrow Wilson learned of the information and had it
published in the papers. Knowledge of the plot turned American
public opinion solidly against the Germans. On April 6, 1917,
President Wilson declared war on Germany.

Q: Which famous dancer is remembered for her short, ill-fated
career as a double agent?

A: Mata Hari, born in 1895 in the Netherlands as Margaretha
Geertruida Zelle, is likely the most famous female spy in history. But
her real career in espionage was short and tragic. She married
Rudolf MacLeod, a soldier posted in the Dutch East Indies (now
Indonesia), after answering an ad he had placed looking for a wife.
After a failed marriage, he got custody of their daughter and Mata
Hari settled in Paris. She became a self-styled exotic dancer and
courtesan who embarked on a series of affairs, some with high-



ranking officials on both sides of WWI. Because of this, France and
Britain put her under surveillance.

She was inducted into the spy world when, during WWI, she
requested permission from France to travel to a restricted war zone
in Vittel, France, to visit her wounded Russian lover in the hospital.
France offered her 1 million francs to spy for them by seducing a
high-ranking German commander, but she was detained in England
on the way.

She then traveled to Madrid, Spain, and became romantically
involved with a German military attaché, Arnold Kalle, to whom she
reportedly only gave gossip and newspaper articles rather than real
information. Kalle sent a message to Germany, in a code he knew
the French had deciphered, saying H-21 (her designation) had been
useful, possibly with the aim of getting her arrested. This led to her
arrest in Paris for spying for the Germans. She did admit to taking
some money from Germany, but said that she never divulged any
real secrets to them and that she considered it compensation for
property they had seized from her earlier.

In February 1917, Mata Hari was convicted of eight counts of
espionage, likely with the help of forged evidence, including charges
that she gave the Germans information about a new Allied tank and
caused the deaths of tens of thousands of soldiers. She was
executed on October 15, 1917. She refused a blindfold and,
according to legend, blew a kiss to the firing squad. Germany
officially cleared her name in 1930.

Q: Which languages were used by the US during WWII to send
coded messages that were never broken by Axis powers?

A: The US enlisted people of the Navajo Native American tribe to
help send coded communications starting in WWI, but especially



during WWII. Navajo is a tonal language (different tones can change
the meaning of a word) with no alphabet. Fewer than thirty
Americans who weren’'t Navajo knew the language in the 1940s.
One of them, Philip Johnston, who grew up in a missionary family on
a reservation, suggested hiring Navajos as radio operators during
the war. Eventually, more than four hundred Navajo soldiers worked
with the US Marines in the Pacific, and they were referred to as code
talkers. For words that didn’t exist in Navajo, they had to get
creative, with substitutions like their word for “our mother” for the US
and the word for “tortoise” for tank.

Navajo wasn't the only Native American language used in WWII. In
Europe, the code talkers were of the Comanche tribe. The
Comanche had to similarly improvise for words that didn’'t exist in
their language, with words such as “jump soldiers” for parachuters
and the funny and appropriate “crazy white man” for Hitler.

Germany and Japan found the languages impossible to crack.
During the Battle of lwo Jima, six Navajo sent over eight hundred
messages in the first two days.

The code talkers didn’t receive recognition for their contribution until
the program was declassified in 1968.

Q: Which famous American actress was also a spy for the
French Resistance?

A: Josephine Baker (née Freda Josephine McDonald) was a
dancer, singer, and actress from Missouri who emigrated from the
US to France in 1925. In Paris, she became a huge dance-hall star
and didn’t encounter the level of racism that she had in the US.

At the start of WWII, she fled Paris for the South of France. She
worked with the Red Cross and was recruited into the French



Resistance by Jacques Abtey, head of French counter-military
intelligence. Baker took in resistance fighters and attended parties
where she could hobnob with Axis diplomats and gather intelligence.

Her celebrity largely protected her, but after Nazis showed up to
guestion her at her home, she fled to England, with intel written on
her sheet music in invisible ink.

After the war, she was awarded the Croix de Guerre and named
Chevalier de Légion d’honneur with the Rosette de la Résistance by
General Charles de Gaulle.

She returned to the US periodically to protest during the Civil Rights
Movement. Josephine Baker died in France in 1975.

Q: Which famous fashion designer worked for a unit whose sole
job was to trick the Axis armies during World War 11?

A: Bill Blass was one of 1,100 or so members of the 23rd
Headquarters Special Troops, colloquially referred to as the Ghost
Army, during WWII. The unit used a mix of real and fake equipment
(including inflatable tanks and planes), advanced audio equipment
blaring expertly recorded sounds, and fake versions of real units’
vehicle insignias and uniform patches to trick the enemy into thinking
an active combat unit was in an area while the real unit was on its
way elsewhere.

Many of the members were artists and actors. The actors would do
things like imitate real units’ radio operators, dress up as and imitate
real generals, and go into cafés and speak misinformation for any
spies who might be nearby.

The very existence of the Ghost Army was classified until 1996. It is
estimated that they contributed to several victories and saved



thousands of Allied soldiers’ lives.

Q: How did the intelligence term “Fifth Column” originate?

A The term “Fifth Column” refers to a group of conspirators within a
country who are actually working for the country’s enemy. But its
original use was propaganda, not a real conspiracy.

The phrase came from one of Franco’s generals during the Spanish
Civil War in 1936. When he was about to attack Madrid, he
announced that four columns of his soldiers were advancing on
Madrid, and a fifth column already lay in wait inside the city. His aim
was to scare Madrid’s soldiers. But this fifth column didn’'t actually
exist.

Q: Which false flag operation kicked off WWII in Asia?

A: The Mukden Incident (also referred to as the Manchurian
Incident) involved an explosion in Kwantung (Guandong), China, on
September 18, 1931. Someone used explosives to blow a small gap
in the South Manchurian Railway near a Japanese base. The
Japanese decried the seemingly terrorist attack as an act of
aggression by China and used it as an excuse to occupy the
province where it happened and rename it Manchukuo.

But the Japanese military set off the explosion themselves,
apparently without the approval of the government of Japan, and
then began to expand their military presence throughout Manchuria,
outside the purview of Prime Minister Wakatsuki Reijiro and the
Japanese army leaders.



At the time of the event, China asked the League of Nations to
intervene, and the Lytton Commission investigated and criticized
Japan’s actions. Japan simply left the League and continued with
their hostilities against China.

After the war, testimony in a war crimes trial in Tokyo from 1946 to
1948 revealed the ruse. The incident sparked WWII on the Pacific
stage.

Q: Which false flag operation did Germany use as an excuse to
invade Poland and kick off WWII in Europe?

A: On August 31, 1939, one of Germany'’s radio stations in Gleiwitz
near the German and Polish border was apparently attacked and
taken over. The “aggressors” then gave a short anti-German speech
over the radio in Polish.

But the attackers weren’t Polish. In fact, there was no attack.
Germans, led by SS officer Alfred Helmut Naujocks, had kidnapped
and drugged a Polish farmer (referred to in the Nazi plan as “canned
meat”), put him in a Polish military uniform, taken him to the German
radio station, and shot him to make it look like Poland had initiated
hostilities with Germany. They also left bodies of several convicts at
the station.

They used this as a pretext to invade Poland, kicking off WWII on the
European stage.

Q: Where did the saying “loose lips sink ships” originate?



A: During WWII, the US War Department had the Office of War
Information (OWI) make a series of propaganda posters that
volunteers pasted up all over the US. A poster that read “Loose Lips
Might Sink Ships” and had a picture of a smoking, sinking vessel
was one of many warnings to citizens about the dangers of making
remarks or writing about soldiers shipping out, troop destinations,
war equipment, or anything similar that could be overheard or
intercepted by spies of the enemy.

Q: Which Japanese agent gained intelligence from a US
airbase?

A: Naval intelligence officer Takeo Yoshikawa was sent undercover
to the Japanese consulate in Honolulu, Hawaii. He pretended to be
an unserious employee just out for a good time, but he was really
scouting the island and gathering intelligence for Japan on details of
the US’s naval force. On one occasion, he even visited Wheeler Air
Force Base with a group of tourists—they were having an open
house! He also took a tourist flight to survey the island.

He wasn’'t the only Japanese consulate staffer to use apparent
tourist activity to gather intelligence on the US military. Another
consulate staffer in Honolulu traveled around in a taxi with a copy of
Jane’s Fighting Ships (an annual catalog of naval ships from around
the world) and toured the area surrounding the base at Pearl Harbor.

Q: Geniuses working at Bletchley Park cracked what German
machine’s coded messages”?



A: German engineer Arthur Scherbius developed the Enigma
machine in the 1920s. It electronically and mechanically encrypted
any message entered, and its settings changed for the next
message. At first, only someone with another Enigma machine and
knowledge of the settings for the original message could decode
them. Germany considered it impossible to crack.

In 1932, France gave Poland operator’'s manuals and a list of
settings for the previous few months for an Enigma machine that
they had gotten from a German code clerk. Poland was able to use
the information to make a replica Enigma machine. By 1938, they
were able to decrypt as much as 75 percent of Germany’s Enigma-
produced messages, until Germany improved the Enigma machine.

Poland gave their work, including copies of the machines, to France
and Britain. The British government set up Operation Ultra in their
communication headquarters, a mansion called Bletchley Park. A
large group of linguists, mathematicians, chess players, and other
puzzle solvers worked there, possibly up to ten thousand in all,
including a larger group of women than were allowed in most
wartime departments. Many had been recruited by people who had
them solve puzzles to test them on the sly.

For around five years, the group used a large device they called the
Bombe to replicate the workings of an Enigma machine and decode
Enigma messages. Germany never figured out that their Enigma
machine had been cracked. The workers at Bletchley Park were
sworn to absolute secrecy and managed to keep it secret until the
operation was declassified in the 1970s.

The team at Bletchley Park deciphered so much good intel that the
Allies had to ignore some impending attacks so that the Germans
wouldn’t catch on that they had deciphered Enigma. It is speculated
that the intel gathered at Bletchley Park may have shortened the
duration of the war by as much as two years and saved countless
lives.



Alan Turing, Cambridge mathematician famous for breakthroughs in
computing (including the idea of using binary code), was the lead
codebreaker at Bletchley Park. Sadly, he was persecuted by the very
government he worked to defend under antiquarian anti-
homosexuality laws. Turing was forced to “chemically castrate”
himself by taking estrogen. He died at the age of 41 on June 7,
1954, of cyanide poisoning. His death was ruled a suicide.

Q: Which spy was the most highly decorated female civilian in
WWII?

A: Virginia “Dindy” Hall, born 1906 to a wealthy family in Baltimore,
Maryland, was considered by the Gestapo to be one of the Allies’
most dangerous spies. She studied languages, becoming fluent in
German, ltalian, and French, and at 25 got a job as a clerk at the
American embassy in Poland. While hunting birds with friends, she
accidentally shot herself in the foot, and her leg had to be amputated
due to gangrene. She got a wooden leg and nicknamed it Cuthbert.
This gave her a limp that the Germans later identified.

She was in Paris when WWI erupted. She volunteered as an
ambulance driver, but fled to London when Germany overtook
France. There, she joined the Special Operations Executive (SOE),
trained briefly, and was sent back to France under the cover of a
journalist for the New York Post. She worked from a convent in Lyon,
where she enlisted the help of the nuns. She also gathered intel from
the workers at a brothel.

Hall organized the resistance in Vichy, France, arranging safe
houses and dead drops. She also helped flyers downed behind
enemy lines and escaped POWs flee to safety. She changed her
appearance frequently, but the Gestapo realized at some point that
they were looking for a woman with a limp. Klaus Barbie, the Butcher
of Lyon, was pursuing her.



In winter of 1941, Hall and three others fled over the mountains to
Spain, where she was arrested and held for six weeks. Upon
release, she returned to England. The SOE didn’t want to send her
back to France because of the danger, so she joined the American
Office of Strategic Services (OSS) in 1943.

Hall dyed her hair, had her teeth ground down, learned from a
makeup artist how to make herself look older, packed bulky,
unflattering clothes, and went back to France, where she operated
from 1944 to 1945. There, she trained units of agents (totaling in the
hundreds) and took them on a sabotage spree, blowing up bridges
and rail lines and disrupting communications. She spied on the
Germans as a goat-herding peasant and radioed information back to
England.

She was never caught, and after the war became the only civilian
woman to receive the Distinguished Service Cross from the OSS.
She joined the CIA and worked there for fifteen years. She kept her
service during the war quiet and died in 1982.

Q: Which SOE operative became the only radio operator in
France after the others were captured?

A: Inayat Khan was a Muslim from India and a descendant of Indian
ruler Tipu Sultan, who taught Sufism and Sufi music. He went to the
United States to spread the Sufi message and met Ora Ray Baker.
Khan proposed. Ora’s brother Perry Baker, a yoga teacher and Ora’s
guardian, did not approve. Khan left for England and Ora followed
shortly thereafter. The couple wed there. He taught throughout
Europe, and in 1914, the couple’s daughter, Noor Inayat Khan (or
Noor-un-Nissa, “light among women”), was born in St. Petersburg,
Russia.



A patron of Inayat Khan gave his family a house in Suresnes,
France, and they settled there when Noor was 8 years old. Between
the wars, many were attracted to her father’s Sufi teachings, which
included the idea of a path to service in the world. Her father died in
India when she was 13. Thereafter, she took care of her siblings and
her mother. She also published a book of children’s stories titled
Twenty Jataka Tales.

When the Nazis occupied France, the family fled to England. There,
Noor Khan joined the British Women’s Auxiliary Air Force and
worked as a radio operator, sending and receiving messages in
Morse code. When she tried to transfer to Winston Churchill’s
Special Operations Executive (SOE), her superiors gave her a
negative review, citing idealism, refusal to lie, and lack of focus when
translating coded messages, among other things, which got her
rejected initially.

But Maurice Buckmaster, head of the F (France) Section of the SOE,
needed radio operators, especially those fluent in French. He saw
the poor review and intervened. Buckmaster tasked Leo Marks, the
SOE’s 22-year-old head of communications and chief cryptologist,
with training her in codes and reevaluating her performance. Noor’s
coding skills improved under his tutelage, and she was accepted into
the F Section.

She and Marks agreed on a “bluff check” so that the SOE could tell
from her messages if she’'d been captured. And any German agent
pretending to be her wouldn’'t know the bluff.

On June 16, 1943, she was flown into Paris at night. Her alias was
Jeanne Marie Renier (code name Madeleine), and her cover story
was that she was a children’s nurse. But she would really be a radio
operator for the Prosper Network, the largest SOE group in France,
headquartered in the National School of Agriculture near Versailles.
It handled communications between the French Resistance and
London. The leader of the network was Francis Suttill, code-named
Prosper.



Noor settled in more quickly than most agents and sent her first
communication back to London in seventy-two hours.

Wireless operator was considered one of the most dangerous jobs in
wartime intelligence. The Nazis had direction-finding equipment in
vans that could pinpoint an agent’s location within fifteen to twenty
minutes, so they had to work in short increments. There was
apparently a saying that the life of a wireless operator was six
minutes.

Noor lasted considerably longer than that, but her career nearly
came to an end a mere six days into her mission. A man in the
resistance who had met her plane, Henri Déricourt, is thought to
have been a double agent for the SOE and the Abwehr (German
counterintelligence). The Gestapo started arresting or killing Prosper
agents six days after Noor arrived. They got all the other radio
operators plus Suttill, who was taken to Gestapo headquarters in
Paris and interrogated until he gave up information on hidden
weapons and explosives. Suttill was imprisoned in the
Sachsenhausen concentration camp for two years and executed in
1945.

Noor got a warning before the rest were captured and rode her bike
to Paris, where resistance agents got her into a safe house. She was
not just the only one left from the Prosper group, she was the only
SOE radio operator left in Paris! She set up the radio and antenna (a
long wire that had to be strung up before each communication) and
radioed back to London that Prosper had fallen. Buckmaster offered
to get her back to Britain for her safety, but she refused.

Noor continued to coordinate weapons drops and escapes of Allied
airmen who had been downed. She had to carry the radio equipment
from place to place with her, and, when she knew the Gestapo had
learned what she looked like, to change her appearance to avoid
capture. Once, an officer caught her setting up her antenna
outdoors, and she convinced him she was setting it up to play music.



At some point, the Gestapo started offering money for people to
denounce others. After Noor had been there four months, a woman
named Renée Garry, sister of Emile Garry, the man who ran the
network Noor now worked for, betrayed her and gave them the
location of her apartment. She and her codebook were captured on
October 13, 1943.

At Gestapo headquarters, she went through three weeks of
interrogation. She refused to give anyone up, but they had her
codebook and used it to send messages back to the SOE in London.
It was a while before Marks and Buckmaster were notified of a
disparity in the bluff check.

Noor planned an escape with two other prisoners via secret notes
they left in the bathroom they shared, and a screwdriver one stole
and hid in the bathroom. They each used it to loosen the bars on
their windows. All three managed to escape to the roof. But a Royal
Air Force air raid prompted the guards to check on the prisoners,
and the escapees were captured.

Lead interrogator Hans Kieffer had Noor classified as Nacht und
Nebel (“night and fog”), which meant she was dangerous and should
be made to disappear. On November 6, 1943, Noor was sent to
Pforzheim prison in Germany. A year later she was transferred to
Dachau, where she was executed.

Noor was posthumously awarded the Croix de Guerre by the French
and the George Cross by the British. A memorial bust of Noor Inayat
Khan was installed at Gordon Square in London in 2012. A plaque at
Dachau also commemorates her.

Q: Which member of the SOE had a million-franc bounty on her
head?



A: Cecile Pearl Witherington was another member of Churchill's
SOE. She smuggled weapons into France to help with the resistance
against Nazi occupiers. During one mission, her superior officer was
arrested, and Witherington took charge and led the others into a
fourteen-hour attack.

Germany put a bounty on her head of 1 million francs, but
fortunately, no one claimed it. She lived to the ripe old age of 93.

Q: Which future chef worked on developing shark repellent for
the OSS during WWII?

A: Julia McWiliams joined the OSS after Pearl Harbor was
bombed. She later described her role as that of a file clerk, but she
dealt with personnel and was even at one point enlisted to help
create shark repellant. She was sent from Washington DC to work in

India, and then China. McWilliams married fellow OSS agent Paul
Child.

Now her name was Julia Child, and after the war, she became a
cookbook author and distinctive television persona famous for
instructing the world how to cook French cuisine.

Q: Who ran a group of fake agents that misled Germany into
thinking forces were landing at Pas-de-Calais, France, on D-Day?

A: Juan Pujol Garcia (code name “Garbo”) was a Spanish citizen
who attempted to offer his services as an agent to British intelligence
in Madrid and Lisbon several times starting in 1941. They wouldn’t
talk to him, so he went and joined the German Abwehr military



intelligence via their agents in Madrid. He told them he had business
in London, and they ordered him to set up a spy ring there.

Instead, he returned to Lisbon, continued trying to get in touch with
British intelligence, made up a few fake agents, created reports
using reference books about England, and sent them to the
Germans. In April 1942, MI6 finally took notice and sent him to
London.

He was put under the charge of a handler named Tomas Hatrris.
Together, they created twenty-seven fake agents who would send
false information to German intelligence in an effort to mislead them
on Allied plans.

One of his big successes involved a major moment in the war.
Germany guessed that Allied forces were either going to be landing
at Normandy or Pas-de-Calais, both on the northern coast of France.
Britain made up something called the First US Army Group, and
Garbo put out misinformation that this fictional group was stationed
in East Anglia, which would have made a landing at Pas-de-Calais
most likely.

Allied forces didn't just stop with misinformation. They stationed the
23rd Headquarters Special Troops in East Anglia. This group, called
the Ghost Army, deceived Axis intelligence with fake buildings,
inflatable tanks, and actors pretending to be soldiers. They
broadcast fake radio transmissions and played audio recordings to
make it sound like an active unit, often adding the insignias of other
units to their vehicles and clothing. If a German plane flew over, the
dummy unit would look and sound like a real active military
presence.

On June 6, 1944, the Allies stormed the beach at Normandy, an
event known as D-Day. Most of the German forces (maybe as many
as 300,000 troops) were waiting at Pas-de-Calais.



Q: What famous but ill-fated pilot is thought to have been one of
the spies investigating Japan’s military buildup in the Pacific?

A: Germany’s territories were doled out to the victors after they lost
WWI under the Treaty of Versailles. Several Pacific Islands (the
Carolines, Marshall Islands, and the Mariana islands) went to Japan.
In the early days of WWII, Japan started building up their military
presence on the islands, including building airfields.

The US sent agents to investigate. One is thought to have been
Amelia Earhart. She is most famous for traversing the Atlantic in
1932, but going missing in 1937. Her flight path came close to these
Japanese-controlled islands. It is not known for sure that she was
spying. It could have been a coincidence. But some US agents did
indeed disappear on their mission to surveil these islands.

Q: What Swedish official helped as many as 100,000 Jewish
people escape the Nazis?

A: Raoul Wallenberg was a Swedish official stationed in Hungary.
He provided Swedish passports to a great many Jewish people and
sheltered them in buildings designated as property of Sweden. He is
credited with saving as many as 100,000 Hungarian Jews.

Unfortunately, Wallenberg met a tragic end. He was captured by
Russian forces when they invaded Hungary. Stalin, being the
paranoid sort, had Wallenberg tortured and poisoned due to his
amazing skills at deception.



Q: What fictional agent was used to fool the Germans into
thinking the Allies were landing in Greece?

A: During WWII, around April 30, 1943, a Spanish fisherman found
the corpse of a British soldier. Around that same time, a news
release from Britain stated that a plane transporting British officers
had gone down in the area. The body had dog tags and other
documents indicating that he was Major William Martin of the Royal
Marines. He was in a British uniform, wearing a life jacket, and had a
briefcase handcuffed to his wrist. Spain informed the British
authorities but first allowed Nazi spies to photograph the documents
in the briefcase (they even unsealed and resealed envelopes). The
documents detailed an Allied plan called Operation Husky to land
forces in Greece rather than Italy as originally planned.

But Major Martin wasn't a real soldier. He was a homeless man
named Glyndwr Michael, who had died after ingesting rat poison.
British intelligence officers Charles Cholmondeley and Ewen
Montagu dressed him up and had him tossed off a surfaced
submarine near the coast of Spain. The Allies really intended to land
in Sicily but wanted to throw off the Germans so that they couldn’t
mount a large defense. They dubbed the plan Operation Mincemeat,
and when messages decrypted at Bletchley Park indicated that
German command in Berlin believed the false information, they sent
a telegram to Churchill that read, “Mincemeat swallowed hook, line,
and sinker.” The bulk of the German forces were diverted to Greece,
and the allies met little resistance when they landed at Sicily.

Incidentally, lan Fleming, future author of the James Bond series,
came up with the idea for Operation Mincemeat when he was with
British intelligence.
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Q: Which engineer, famous for music, invented an advanced

listening device that remained undetected in an ambassador’s
office for years?

A: In 1919, Russian scientist, engineer, and amateur cellist Léon
Theremin invented an electronic musical instrument that still bears
his name—the Theremin. A musician plays it by moving their hands
near two antennae, causing it to emit ethereal electronic sounds. He
was invited to demonstrate the device to none other than Bolshevik
leader Vladimir Ilyich Lenin. He was then sent on a tour of Russia,
Europe, and the United States to show off his invention (and also to
gather intelligence, according to biographer Albert Glinsky, who
called the music tour a Trojan horse).

RCA licensed the right to manufacture the Theremin and put it on
sale in 1929, just before the stock market crash. The instrument and
Theramin’s various other inventions didn’t take off, and he got into
financial difficulties. His marriage to ballet dancer Lavinia Williams in
1938 exacerbated his problems due to loss of sponsorships (she
was African American, and racism abounded in the US).

One day, he disappeared. His wife and friends didn't know what
happened to him. Some people assumed he was captured by the
Soviets and taken back to Russia, but according to Glinsky, he had
voluntarily returned to his home country. In either case, unfortunately
for Theremin, Stalin had him imprisoned in the Gulag in Siberia, then
taken, still as prisoner, to Moscow to work on inventions for the
Soviet Union. These inventions included listening devices, or “bugs.”

One of these bugs was later dubbed “The Thing” by US intelligence.
Schoolchildren presented a 2-foot-diameter carved wooden seal of
the United States to US ambassador to Russia, Averill Harriman, in
1946. He hung the gift in his office, not knowing that it held a secret.



In 1952, a listening device like no other Western intelligence had
ever seen was found inside the seal. It was remarkably advanced
and didn’t require a direct power source, but was instead triggered
by beams that turned it into an active microphone. Nearby Russian
agents had been listening in on conversations in the ambassador’s
office for six years! British and American intelligence copied the
device and used it against the Soviets.

Theremin was released from imprisonment in 1947 and continued to
work in Russia.

Theremin’s instrument was later used in 1950s sci-fi movie
soundtracks like The Day the Earth Stood Still, and a related
instrument was used by the Beach Boys on their hit song “Good
Vibrations.”

Q: What were the Venona Decrypts?

A: The Venona Decrypts were messages decoded as part of the
Venona Project, a wartime project that the Army Signal Intelligence
Services (SIS) and FBI started in August 1943. It continued into the
Cold War and, eventually, the National Security Agency (NSA) took
over it. The project consisted of an effort to decrypt telegrams sent
from the Soviet embassy and consulates in the US. Even after WWII,
Venona Project cryptographers kept trying to crack the massive
backlog of wartime messages that had been collected.

In 1946, the Russians made a mistake and reused individual pages
of one-time-use pads, which involved sets of random numbers and a
one-time-use key exchanged by the sender and receiver of the
message to encode and translate it. The reused pads enabled
cryptographers to decipher some patterns and interpret messages.
Some of the Bletchley Park decoders worked on the project.



The Venona Decrypts incriminated Donald Maclean of the
researcher at Los Alamos. Both were working for the Soviets. Some
telegrams decoded in 1996 also provided further evidence against
Alger Hiss, a State Department official who had advised Franklin
Delano Roosevelt on the building of the United Nations after WWI|I
and accompanied him to talks at Yalta. Hiss was also a Soviet agent.

Like Bletchley Park, the Venona Project was a closely held secret, so
secret that even President Truman didn’t know the details of the
operation. But he was informed about the information they decoded.

Q: Which agent convinced the CIA to supply him with a suicide
pill?

A: Aleksandr Dmitrievich Ogorodnik, code-named TRIGON, was a
Soviet diplomat in Bogota, Colombia, in the mid-1980s. He
volunteered to spy for the CIA due to the damage done to his family
during the Stalinist purges of the 1930s, and continued to pass intel
after he was transferred back to Moscow.

A few years later, he asked his handler, Jack Downing, the CIA chief
in Moscow, for a suicide pill. If the KGB caught him, he wanted to
end it quickly rather than be subjected to torture. Downing refused at
first, because that was way outside normal CIA protocol. But
Ogorodnik refused to provide any more intelligence without a suicide
pill, so the US relented and gave him a ballpoint pen with a suicide
capsule embedded on one end. The KGB eventually caught him,
and he immediately bit off the capsule and died.



Q: Which Soviet intelligence officer offered to spy for the US in
part because he needed money for his girlfriend’s abortion?

A: Pyotr Popov was a major in the GRU (the Soviet Union’s military
intelligence branch). He was also a peasant who had bitter feelings
about earlier Russian and then Soviet intelligence agencies that had
done nothing positive for the people in the area from which he came.
He was also in need of money to get his pregnant Serbian girlfriend
an abortion (he also had a wife).

While in Vienna, Austria, in 1952, Popov deposited a letter offering
his services in a US diplomat’s car. He spied for the US from posts in
both Vienna and Berlin, from 1953 to 1958, handled by CIA agent
George Kisevalter, who had to wrangle Popov due to his reckless
behavior and disregard for safety measures.

Unfortunately for Popov, once in Berlin, he is thought to have been
betrayed by a Russian mole in the British Military Intelligence
Section 6 (MI6), George Blake.

Q: What secret tunnel in Berlin turned out not to be much of a
secret?

A: In 1955, the CIA and MI6 built a nearly 600-yard underground
tunnel from the American zone into the Soviet zone of West Berlin,
an effort dubbed “Operation Gold.” The head of the CIA's Berlin
Operations Base (BOB), William King Harvey, conceived the idea as
an alternative to recruiting Soviet spies. The tunnel itself came to be
known as the Berlin Tunnel.

BOB operatives built a warehouse on the American side to conceal
the work and contain the dirt they were displacing. They sprayed



chemicals on the machinery to keep it from making too much noise.
And they air-conditioned the tunnel to counter the heat thrown off by
electronic lines so that the winter snow above wouldn’'t melt and
reveal that something was odd about the area.

Once the tunnel was complete, they had MI6 tap the telephone lines.
British and American intelligence listened in on and recorded
communications from East Berlin to Russia and elsewhere over
around 430 phone lines.

But the tunnel wasn't as much of a secret as the CIA and MI6
thought. The Soviets knew they were working on it due to
information from George Blake, a Soviet mole in the MI6. Soviet
officials under Nikita Khrushchev let it run for over thirteen months
and then pretended to discover it in 1956. Remarkably, from
information divulged by officials under Boris Yeltsin's government, it
is thought that Khrushchev’'s government made no effort to alter
communications from Berlin, possibly because of the difficulty
involved and possibly so as not to draw attention to Blake.

Q: which US governmental body had its own secret nuclear
bunker during the Cold War?

A: Between 1958 and 1961, a 112,544-square-foot underground
bunker was built in the West Virginia mountains underneath the
Greenbrier Resort Hotel. This extremely secret project, code-named
“Project Greek Island,” was meant to shelter the US Congress in the
event of a nuclear war. Employees working undercover as Forsythe
Associates staff, a dummy company providing audiovisual support to
the hotel, kept the bunker at the ready. Construction of a hotel wing
was used as cover for construction of the bunker, which was built
underneath the new wing. The site remained active for thirty years.
The Washington Post exposed the secret on May 31, 1992.



The bunker had a 25-ton blast door, decontamination chambers,
living space for 1,100 people, a cafeteria, an infirmary with twelve
hospital beds, an ICU, a laboratory, a pharmacy, meeting spaces,
and TV and recording studios with backdrops of real locations in US
cities so officials could broadcast out to citizens living aboveground
without revealing their location. It was also equipped with its own
power plant, diesel storage tanks, and water-purification equipment.
The site has since been decommissioned and is now open to the
public for tours.

Q: Which ring of moles for the Soviet Union rose to great heights
in British intelligence?

A: The Cambridge Five, a group of four Cambridge students and
one tutor, were recruited to the Soviet cause in the 1930s by Arnold
Deutsch, a professor at Cambridge who also happened to be a spy
for the Soviets. The group consisted of Kim Philby, Guy Burgess,
Donald Maclean, Anthony Blunt, and John Cairncross.

They were all disillusioned by the post-Depression toll on the
everyday British citizen compared to the wealth they were seeing at
Cambridge, and Deutsch presented the Soviet system as an
alternative to rampant capitalism. Philby also later said he thought
that the USSR was the only power strong enough to counter the
fascism sweeping Europe.

All became employed in British intelligence, Blunt in MI5, Philby in
MI6, Burgess in MI6 and the SOE, Maclean in the Foreign Office,
and Cairncross in the office of the minister of intelligence services.
The group passed secrets to the Soviets on Operation Rol